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6.0 bis. Fir Sentiments which 
t 3 y which I 4 wer, That 


Treatiſes, c _—— oy; that if God 
{: give bim over to any Church-rendring courſe that t 
n ſake bi, and fary Xa him a fe pena 7 Mr 
what they interpret a4 Contradiftions, were in Truth no 0- 
ther then Confeſſions of bis former OT nes and paſ- 
Monate heats of his intemperate Zeal; bur theſe are the Re- 
ſalts of bis ſedate and rational Deliberation. The great 
Apoſtle $t. Paul, was not aſhamed to record in Holy Writ; 
hat exofmities a miſgraunded Zeal bad hurried him into, 
while be was in an eſtate of Ignarance aud Vnbelief, t Tim. 
- 1. 13. and this doubtleſs was Mr. Baxter's praftice for re- 
flefting upon what he had ſaid, or done, to countenance the- 
Separating way ; be ſaw it had done more hurt than good, 
for which reaſon he recanted them. But theſe inſtrutions of 
Bis are like the Celeſtial Bodies, which carry light and 
benign influences with them; they are ſelf-evident, and ſpeak 
home to the Judgment and Conſciences of all unprejudiced 
Mev, who cannot reſiſt the force of that Reaſon and Demon- 
flration, which inſpires every part of them with ſo much 
Life and Power, Beauty and Ornament, Conſiſtency and 
Symmetry, as will render them highly Acceptable, Amiable, 
and Beneficial to ſuch as ſhall embrace and praftiſe them. 
As for ſuch Diſſenters as have conceived any bard thoughts 
of Mr. Baxter, or theſe his Admonitions, 1 intreat them: 
ro confider, whether they can anſwer or confute them to the 
ſatisfatlion of their own Conſciences, and if they cannot, thes- 
whether it be not rational and pious to walk by theſe di- 
rettions which tend ſo much to the eſtabliſhment of the pub= 
lick Peace af this divided Church and Nation, and to their 
own preſent and eternal welfare. 
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Affairs. 

p beſeech you therefore read the | following Admonitions 
without Prejudice, and judge of them by the end for which 
they were firft written by Mr. Baxter, and are now publiſh 
ed by, QC. 


Mr. RICHARD. 
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Mr. RICHARD BAXTER's 
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LEGACY 


TO ALL 


Sober Dillencers. 


—— 


Of the Church. 


He makes this a part of the Profeflion of his Religion. 

do willingly profeſs my conſent to all the Holy Canonical Scrip- 

tures, as the Word of G od ; And to the Doftrine of the Church 

ef! England profeſſed in the 39 Articles of Religion, as in ſenſe agreett* 

tothe Word of God. And I renounce all Errors or Herefies contrary 

t0 any of theſe. And I do bold, that the Book of Common-Prayer, 

and of Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, containeth in it nothing ſo diſ- 

agreeable to the Word of God, as maketh it unlareful to live in the 

aceable Communicn of the Church that wſeth it. Mr. Baxters Life 
Bart 3+ Þ- 161. 


T: a Petition drawn by Mr. B. to be preſented to the Kivg, 


Hr. Baxter in bis Reaſons for the Chriſtian Religion, p. 464- 


Se#. 2. The Church of Chriſt being his Body is but one, 
and hath many parts, but ſhould have no Parties, but Unity 
and Concord without Diviſion. | 
$ 23+ There- 
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effential to a Church. 

lar Political Churches, that 
'or Paſtors and of Flocks of 
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W._ oy to a true Biſhop or Paſtor of the Church 
to bein Office (that is in authority ang obligation) appointed 
by. Chriſt in Subordination to him in the three parts of his Of. 
fices, Prophetical, Pr That is, to ol 
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pode rem. govern thera by the Paccrnal of Þ NR. Keys of 
Church, 


$_ x5, If a Church which in all other reſpedts is poreft and 
beſt, will impoſe any fin upon all that will have any local Com- 
munion with it, tho' we muſt not ſeparate from that Church 
- as no Church, yet muſt we not commit that fin, but patient- 
ly ſuffer them to exclude us from their Communion. 
$ 1. We do not ſay. you are no true Miniſters nor Churches, - 
nor _ wo is ing to communicate with you. Apology, 
P05 % \ Rounds 
$ 2. — Fehr are judged neceffary, all Perſons 
living in the Pariſh may be conſtrained to hear Pnblick Teach- 
ing, and'to Worſhip God either in that, or in ſome other ap- 
oved or tolerated Church within their convenient reach, or 
ighbourhood. Way of Concord. Part 3. p. 139. 
$ 3. The People —_ udges who is fit to be, and hall 
be a Miniſter of Chriſt, Supream Civil Magiſtrate is 
Judge whom he mult ne borofhow, maintain and tolerate 
The diſpoſal of the Tithes and Temples is in the Power of the 
Prince and Patron by his grant—Who but Phyſitians are fit to 
judge, who is meet to be a Licenſed Phyſitian. p. 127. Of the 
24. Defence. 
F 4. In caſe of meer different Modes, Circumſtances, and 
Order of Worſhip, ſe that you give Authority, and the _ 
nt 


1.00) af Sober Difſenters! 
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eftures of the Church: withy which'you joyrr; You come not 
thicther proudly co ſhew' yourſelves Kol ole 
cu Worſhip noFneedlefly te differ From? chem, much 
lefs to. $a martin nny's wer te ſeeing you to 
place Religion in ſingutariries in' lawfal and indifferent things, 
but you come to Exerciſe Peace, Eove, ncord, arid with 


one Mind and\ Mouth to God; henrthe Church 
ſtandeth ;- fir when the Churctr ficterly, ard knees when che 
Church kneelech, in caſes where God doth not forbid it. Chri- 
ſtian Direttory, p. 71. Part 3. | IE. | 

$ 6. Temples Utenſels, Lands devoted and lawfully ſepa- 
rated by Man, for holy uſes are holy, as jaftly related to God 
by that Separation. Every thing thould'be*reverenced accord- 
ing to the meaſure of its Holineſs, and this expreſfed by fuch 
Signs and Geſtures as are fir to honour God, to whoar they 
are related... 'And fo to be uneovered in a Church, and uſe re- 
verent Cariage and Geſtures there; doth tend co preſerve due re- 
verence to God and to his Worlhip, 1 Cor. 16. 20. Chriftian 
Dire&ory, Part 3. p. ke 

$ 5: Plain intelligible Church Muſick whici occaſioneth 
not Diviſions, but the Church agreeth in, for my part, I never 
doubted bur: co be lawful. . For x. God ſet it up long after 
Moſes's Ceremonial Law by David, Solomon, &c. 2. It is not 
meerly an Inſtituted Ceremony, but a Natural help to- the 
Minds alacrity ; andit is a Duty, not a Sin to ufe the helps 
of Nature and lawful Art,  Asit is Lawful to uſe the help of 
Speacles in reading the Bible, ſo is it of Muſick to exhilerate 
the Soul to God. 3. Jefas Chrilt joyned with che Fewes that 
uſed it, and ſpakenot againſt it. 4. No Scripture forbids it. 
5. Nothing can be ſaid againlt it, bat what may befaid againſt 
Tunes and melody of Voices; yea it is not a humane Inven- 
_ tion, as the laſt Pſalm and many others ſhew, which call us to 
praiſe the Lord wick Inſtruments of Muſick. 

6 8. Lernor prejudice againſt Melody or Church-Mufick 
poſſes you with a ſplenatick difguft of that which ſhould be 
your moſt joyful work, if yon know how much the Incorpo- 
rate Soul muſt make-ufe of the Body in harmony, and the 

B z joyful 


Eogland, the Biſhops 
| eformation begun by King 
ere ſound in Doctrine, adhearing to the 
hod expreſſed now-in the Artides and Homilies ; 
arit 


not. in afiy conſiderable point from choſe whom 


t 
Li 


ence lay. 
" The Independents as well as the erians offer to Subſcribe 
the XXXIX Articles as diſtin& from Prelacy and Ceremony. 


And when I was in the Country, I knew not of one Miniſter 
to ten that are now ſilenced, that was not in the main of the 
ſame Principles with my ſelf. 


Mr. Baxter's Reaſons for Obedience in Lawful things, Page 483. 
of his Frye Diſputations. 


Defence of Se. x. Leſt Men that are apt to run from one: extream 
7g into another, ſhould make an ill uſe of that which 1 have be- 
p. 64, fore written, I ſhall here annex ſome Reaſons to; perſwade 
Men to juſt Obedience, and preſerve them from any ſinful 
Nonconformity to the- commands of their Governours, and 
the evil effeRts that are like to follow thereupon. 
; $ 2. Bat Firſt I will lay together ſome Propoſitions for de- 
| ciſion of the Controverſie ; How far we are bound to obey 
| Mens Precepts about Religion 2 Eſpecially in caſe we doubt of 
the lawfulneſs of obeying them ? And {o cannot obey them in 


Faith ? $ 3. Briefly : 


” 


their Office : for gn | 
' general Rules, 3. We muſt not take 
nds of our | Governouts/ to be unlawful. 
} unlawful,” that will not excnſe'ns' in onr- diſobedience. 
Our etror is our Sin,” and one fin will not excuſe another Sin. 
Even' as on the other ſide, if' we judge things 'unlawful co be 
lawful, that will not excuſe us for our diſobedience to God in 
obeying Men. . 5., As I have before ſhewed, many things that 
are milcommanded, muſt ' be obeyed. 6. As an erroneous 
judgment will not excuſe us from Obedience to our Gover- 
nours, fo much leſs will a doubifidneſs excole ue." 7. As fuch a 
doubting, erring judgment cannot obey in (plenary) Faith, fo 
much leſs can he di in Faith. - For it is a known Com- 
mand of God, that we obey them that have the Rule over ws : 
but they have rio Word of God againſt the at of Obedience 
now in queRion. Ir is their own erring judgment that in- 
tangleth Man in a neceflity of finning ( till it be changed. ) 
7. In doubtful Caſes, "it is our duty to uſe God's means for 
our Information : and one means is ro conſule with our Teach- 
ers, and hear their words with teachableneſs and meekneſs. 
8. If upon adviſing with them we'remain in doubt about the 
lawfulneſs of ſome Circumſtance of order, if ic be ſuch as may 
be diſpenſed with, they ſhould diſpence with us: if it may 
not be diſpenſed without a greater injury to the Church or 
Cauſe of God, than our diſpenſation will countervail, then is 
it ourduty to obey our Teachers, notwithſtanding ſuch doubts : 
For it being their Office to Teach us, it muſt be our duty to 
believe them with a Humane Faith, in caſes where we have 
no Evidences to the contrary : And the Duty of Obeying them 
being certain, and the ſinfulnefs of the thing commanded be- 
ing uncertain and unknown, and only ſulpefted, we muſt go 
on the ſurer ſide. 9. Yet muſt we in great and doubtful caſes, 
not take up with the ſaſpe&ted judgment of a ſingle Paſtor, bue 
apply our ſelves to the unanimous Paſtors of other Churches, 


perverine take Lawful things 
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-3ll from /a Child. tr Servant learn a; Form 
of Prayer or Categhuim, if chey: | lawful for 
till Qu conmandediir, bu; TT 14008” 

$ 4. And, gow Lintreat really to 


_bey both Magiſtcates.and. Paitors. 


Es 
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or 


the Decalogue ; and thatthe Honouring of Goverriors is part of 
our Honour to 'God, they. being. mentianed there. as his Offi- 
cers, with whom he himſelf is honoureg or diſhbonoured, obey- 
ed or diſobeyed :--For it is God's Authority that. the Magiſtrate, 
Parent, and Paſtor is endued with, and- empowred by to-rule 

thoſe that ars put under them. 
$ 6. Reaſ. 3. What confuſion will be brought into the Church 
if Paſtors be not obeyed in things lawful? For inſtance : eas 
aſtors 


"1 e People, for the : 
or 


. 


refore if we 


they did from their Paſtors and the Church that they were of 

before. | 
$ 6: Reaf. 9. By this meansthe. Wicked that are Dilobedi- 
_ 


real nit, orenke 
uy kobe infrutied : but I am not /atiafied that 
yeh ax end for me or ta appear at ſuch 


6 Plece ai 7% any ne; tbe Wars no, ci or Plans 
30u ſhall not deprive me of my Liberty... ] It a Wicked Man would 
not hear ar read the Scripture, or ling Plalms, he may ſay, that 


he is for the Duty, but he is only againſt this and that' Tran- 
lation and Verſion; And fo while vvery Verſion isexcepted a- 
ainſt the Duty-is. as much evaded, /as.it it were danicd it ſelf. 
y this device 1t is that the Rebellion of unraly People is de- 
ſended : They run to the, Circumfances:of the Duty, and. ask 
[ Where are they bound to come to a Miniſter ? or to be ex- 
amined by him, in order to a Baptiſm or Lord's Sypper 2 - or 
to ſpeak thejr conſent to be Church-members, or to ſubſcribe 
| ro a Profeſſion, or to read an Engliſh Bible, or to hear in a 
Steeple-houſe, with many ſuch like.], [Thus alſo ic is that they 
pur off Family:prayer, and ask, [Where are they bound to pray 
im their Family Morning and Evening ?] and fo keep no conſtan- 
cy in Family-prayer at all, under pretence of denying only 
the Circumſtances, 
$ 10, Resſ. 7. By this  Diſobedience. in things lawful, the 
Members of the Church will be involved in contentions, and 
_ ſo ingaged in bitter Uncharitablepels, and Cenſures, and Per- 
ſecutions, . and Reproaches of ane another : which. ſcandalous 
courſes will nouriſh Vice, diſhanour God, rejoyce the Ene- 
mies, grieve the Godly that are Peaceable and Judicious, and 
wound the Conlciences of the contenders. We ſee the begin- 
ning of ſuch Fires ace ſmall, but whicher they tend, and what 
will be the end of them, we ſee not. 6 11, 
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FF , that otherwiſe could not be juſtified. 

© 18, Rea. 125 Laſtly conſider, how much God hath ex- 
| — himſelf in bis Word to be inthe Obedience of Be- 
ievers. Not only in their to-Chriſt: immediately, 
but alſo to him in his Officers, r Sem. 15.22% [ Bebold to obey # 
better than Sacrifice, 8c.) Col. 3, 20,22. | Children obey your Pa- 
rents in all things, (that is, all lawfulchings) for 1hu & welk-ples- 
ſing to the Lord. | | Servants wp in all things your Maſters accord- 
ing to the fleſh, 8c} And to Paſtors is as much com- 
m , 1 Thef, g.12,03. {We beſeech you Brethren, to know them: 
which labour among you , and are over you mm the Lord, and admo- 
niſh you, and efteem them wery bighly, &c.} Heb: 13. 17. [Obey 
them that bave the rule voer you, and ſubmit your ſelves, for they 
watch for your Souls, as they muſt give account, &c.) So Verſe 7. 
and 24. 1. Tim. 5.17, &c. 

$ 19. As the general Commiſlion to a Parent, or Maſter, or 
Magiltrate to govern their inferiour Relations , doth authorize 
them 
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delerve to be anſwered with the Rod ? Ropes 

ts.to govern their Children is ſuffici- 0 

command his Scholars to come to bY 

ſuch a place to School, and to take their places in ſuch an or- 

der, and eo learn fuch-Books , and do fuch Exerciſes, &s, the 

general Committion-that he hath co Teach and Govern them, 

will aliow bigs co do allthis. { irony retry not allow. 

to (et his Scholars to any. Antifice or _ Operation 

to his Projefiion.) - So if a Miniſter determine of the va; 

Circumſtances of Worſhip, as what Place and People 

come to, and at what time, to be Catechiſed, Examined, In- 

ſtruted, &c, what Tranſlation or Verſion: of Pſalm: to uſe, 

what Utenſils to make uſe of about God's Service, or ſuch like, 

he is warranted far this by his Geners! Commiſion, And i he 

miſs ic in the Manner, by chooſing inconvenient Circumſtan- 

ces, or by unneceſſary mination of Points that ſhould 

rather be left undecermined to Liberty though this be his own 

Sin, it will not excuſe the People from Obedience ; unleſsthe 

Errour of his Directions beſo great as would fruſtrate the' Or- 

dinance it ſelf, or do more harm than our Diſobedience would 

do ; which in Circumfſtantials is rarely found. 

By long Experience I am afſured, that Practical Religion Preface ts 
will afford both xo Church, State, and Conſcience more cer- ©rifttan 
tain, and more ſolid Peace, than concending Diſputers , wich - —_— 
all their pretences of Orthodoxnels, and Zzal againft Errours 
for the Truth, will ever bring, or didever attain to. 

Holy Commen-wealth,p.352. God never inſtituted Churches 
to be kept up in Diſobedience to thoſe Chriſtian Magiſtrates 
which he Commands us to obey upon pain of Damnation. 
Diſobedience co our Rulers is in Miniſters double Treaſon 
and Wickednels. 

Page 30. of the xt Ples. Princes and Rulers may forbid all 
GC 2 that 
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ticular. B b Ka Pi c , | | rei any ſuch 
10: Five, nor'conerary-to.Chrilt's 
that-che Subje&s ought to obey forCon- 
filenced by a juſt Power, though 
necdech-noz his preaching , muſt 
ear NErciore..” > 4rtls, 40 OI0. S2RA Het 364) 
: Let none;perſiwade.you (5.6) che Magiſtrates, that you are 
Fo erreftrial age that have EE rage wich ho Hea- 
and Puniſhments) are the Means w you may promote 
it. ; you are Cuſtodes- utrinſque tebule, and muſt bend the force 

of all your -Governmenrt to the Saving of the: Peoples Souls. 

The Miſchief of Separation... © 

Epifile D- The Miſchief of Separation lies not .in the bare Brrour of 
dicatory #* Judgment, but in- the Uiichriſtian and Church-diffolving Di 
Saints viſion and. Alienation, which thence followeth ; contrary to 
Reſt@| that Humility. and Love, which is the viſible Charaer of 
Chriſtians, and co that Qneneſs, which is ſtill in Scripture a- 
{cribed to-the viſible Church. Alas, that Pride and Ignorance 
ſhould have ſuch power among Believe:is, that Men cannot be 
of ſeveral Judgments in leſſer Points, but they muſt needs: be 


of feveral Churches. God will make us value Peace and U- 
nion 2 little more, before we ſhalt taſte of: the perſeR everlalt- 
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ful Delufions, that ly given thetn over to, 
and the horrid Confuſion which: they have introduced where 
they have ſprung, hach ſpoken fully againſt both theſe larec 
Secs. The weeping Eyes, the bleeding Sides, the lacerated 
| Members of theſe Churches, the reproach of the Goſpel, the 
diſfa Reformation, the hideous Dodtrines, and unheard 
of Wickednefs that hath followed them, the contemned Or- 
dinances, the reproached, ſlandered; and ejeted Miniſters, 
the Weak that are ſcandalized, the Profeſſors are apoftatized; 
the Wicked hardned, and the open Enemies of the Goſpel, 
that now inſult ; all theſe-do deſcribe them more” plainly to 

land, than words-can do, and cry loud in the Ears of 
God and Man. What will be the Anſwer, time will ſhew : 
but from' Rew. 2. 14, 15, 16, &c. we may probably con-+ 
zeure. 

He that is not a Son of Peace, is not a Son of God: ARA 
other Sins deſtroy the Church conſequently, bur Diviſion and 
Separation demoliſh. it. direRly. Building the Church is but an - 
orderly joyning of the Materials, and what then is disjyning 
but pulling down ?? Many Dodtrinal differences muſt be to- 
lerated in a Church, and why, but for Unity and Peace 2? 
therefore Diſanion and Separation is utterly imtolerable, Be-- 
lieve.. 
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yes innocent, with Mc 9" and Nats. "Ir nail 
ſmall Error, that muſt force a Separation. Fufis Martyr pro- 
feſled, that ifa Few ſhonld keep the Ceremonial Law, "I'M 
did-not perſwade the Gentiles to it, as neceſſary, yet If he ac- 
knowl: Chriſt, be judgerh t he might be ved, and 
he would imbrace him, and have communion with higa, Paul 
would have him received, that is weak in the Faith/ and not 
Un-church whole Pariſhes of thoſe that we know nor, nor were 
ever brought to a juſt crial. 1ever loved 'a godly peaceable 
Conformilt, better than a turbulent Non-contotmift. 1 differ 
from many, 1n ſeveral things of. conſiderable moment, yer if 
I ſhould zealouſly preſs my judgment on others, ſo asto diſturb 
the Peace of the Church, and ſeparate from my Brethren char 
are contrary minded, I ſhould fear, leſt I ſhould prove a Fire- 
brand in Hell, for being a Fire-brand in the Church. And 
for all che intereſt I have in your Judgments and Aﬀections, 
| I here charge you, that it God ſhould give me up, to an 
Factions, Church rending Courſe, (againſt which I daily 
pray) that you foiſake me, and follow me not a flep. And 
for 


ther will your Heave zcher forgive you : which 'Lodevi 
eas Crocias fays, 'is the meafare, eſſential — ' of the 
leaſt degree of true Faith ; if you love not one another,” 'you 
are not Diſciples of Chrift, . "3: 308: 
Publick Wars and Private Quarrels 


the welfare of Souls ; bur they as -afually prove in the iflue, 
the eft' means to the overthrow of al. It is as natural 
for Wars and private: Contentions to produce Errors, 
Schiſms, con of Magiftracy, Miniſtry, and Ordinances, 
as i is for a Carrion to breed Worms and Vermine. Be- 
lieve it from one, that hath too many years experience of it ; 
*is as hard a thing to maintain even in your People, a ſound 
riaderſtanding, a tender Conſcience, a Lively, gracious, Hea- 
venly frame of Spirit, and an upright Life in a way of War 
and Contention, as to keep. your. Candle lighted in 'the 
greateſt Storms, or under the Waters. The like I may ay 
of perverſe and fierce Diſputings about the Circumſtantials 
of Diſcipline, or other ions, that are far from the Foun- 
dation ; they oftner loſe the truth than find ir. Wo to thoſe 
Minifters, that make unneceſfarry Diviſions, and Parties a- 
mong the People, that ſo they may get themſelves a name, 
and be cryed up by many Followers. The way to proſper 
your labours is to quench al! flames of Contention, to your 
power. Study the Peace and Unity of your Congregati- 
ons, keep out all occaſions of Diviſions, eſpecially the Dofrine 
of Separation, and popular Church-Government, the appa- 
rent Seminary of Fa@ion, and perpetual Contentions. If 
once 


uſually pretend the Re- Sine 
formation ofthe Church, the vindicating of the Trach, and Re) P 
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, udy.the Pognn 6 gone: Cangydganians 5 Fe 
be as cender of Church Diviſions, and real Schila | 
prin rage cy apo, poh. enormous Si Fawes 
14, 15, 16. | Reaſons for Chrift. Relig. p. 485. Set. 34. 
If ir be objeRed. chat I preached co Congregations ; 


my Anſwer-is, That Epre q, to.lome of many Thou- 
ſands that cannot hal ng ws emple ef which 


never heard a Sermon of many year. And what I did, was 
only to. preach to ſuch as _ not.. come. to our. Churches. 
Anſw. to Letter, p. 24. quaſs dicerit that where Pariſh Churches 
are large enough, there Separate Congregations are-unlawful, 
_ They are; uſually,. Men leaſt acquainced -with a Heavenly 
”. 52% Life, who are.theviolent diſgaters about the Circumſtancials 
of Religion. As. the. body 6th languilh in, conſuming Fe- 
vers, When the native heat abates within, and unnatural heat 
inflaming the external parts ſucceeds : ſo when the Zzal of a 
Chriſtian doth leave the Internais of Religion, and fly to Cere- 
monials, Externals, or Inferior things, the Souk muſt needs 
conſume and  languiſh, 
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it be another thing, 

-it was to QUT an; os A 2" 
is the ſame, if not eaſi- 
bw ſpeak to :) for it is the Li- 
turgy, .Ceremodies, and Miniltry; that moſt alienate them. 
And the Liturgy is a lictle” amended, as to them, by the 
change of the 'Tranſlation, and ſome- lietle words, and by 
longer Prayers ; and the Ceremonies. are 'the ſame; and 
_Thi 5 pm; 1 there were many bare reading, not preach- 
ing Miniſters, for one that is now. Therefore our caſe. of 
org wp being che ſame as of old; I take it to be fully con- 
ted,” by the ancient Nor: conformilts : and I have fo great a 
Veneration for the worthy Names, much more an Eſtimation 
of the Reaſonings, of Mr. Cartwright, Egerton, Hilderſham, Dod, 
Ameſims, Parker, Baines, Brightman, Ball, Bradſhaw, Paget, Lang- 
key, Nicols, Herring, &e. *hat I ſhall not think, they knew not 
why they choſe this Subject, and wrote more againſt Separa- 
tion, than the Conformiſts did.- Iamvery glad that the pious 
Lecures of Mr. Hilderſham, Mr. R. Rogers, and ſuch old Non- 
conformilts, are in ſo good eſteem among good People,where 

they will read them, urging the People, not only againſt Se- 
aration, but to Come to the very beginning of the Publick 
orſhip, and preferring it before their Private Duties. 

When I think what holy Learned Men the old Conformilts y, .. 
were, my heart rifeth againſt the choughts of ſeparating from © 
them. If I had come to their Churches, when-they uſed the 
Common Prayer, and Adminiſtred-the Sacrament, could I 
have departed and faid, It is not lawful for any Chriſtian here 
to communicate with you ? What ! to fuch Men as Mr. Bolton, 
Whateley, Fenner, Dent, Crook, Dike, Stock, Smith, Dr. Preſton, 
Sibbs, Stoughton, Taylor, and abundance other ſuch ? yea, fach 
as Biſhop Fewel, Grindal, Hall, Potter, Dawenant, Carleton,&c. 
Dr. Field, Smith, Jo. White, Willet, &'c. yea, and the ' Mertyrs 
t002? as Cranmer, Ridley, Hooper himſelf, Farrar, Bradford, Fill- 
pot, Sanders, &c. Could [ ſeparate from all theſe on the Rea- 
ſons now in queſtion ? Yea Calvin himſelf, and the Churches 

of his way were all {eparated from by the Szparatilts of their 
times. D And 


Chriſtian 
Diredory, 
P:747- 


you will find the ſame, Jeriontenfeere, or more and 
greater. And þ p my , Fhat our ordina 
Boaſters, that. think: they know more in this Contra 
the ond Non-conformiſts did, as far as Iam ableto difcern, are 
as far below them almoſt as they are below either Chamir, Sa- 
deel, Whitaker, or luch other in dealing with a Papiſt. 


Objeftons anſwered. 


But what-if there be groſs and ſcandalows Sinners are Members of - 
the Church? Anſw. If you be wanting in your Duty to re- 
form ir, it is your ſin ;. but if- bare Preſence made their fin to 
be ours, it would alſo make all the fins of the Aſſembly 
Ours. 

But what if they are fins committed in the open Aſſembly even by the 
Minifter bimſelf in hus- Praying, Preaching, and other Adminiſtra- 
tions? Anſw. 1. A Miniſters perfonal Faults may damn him- 
ſelf, and muſt be matter of lamentation to the Church, who 
ought to do their beſt to reform them, or get better, by any law- 
ful means : But in caſe they cannot,his fin is none of theirs, nor 
doth it make his Admiaiftration null,or ineffetnal, nor will it 
allow you to ſeparate from the Worſhip which he adminiitreth. 
—You may not ſeparate from him, unleſs you can prove him, 
or his Miniſtry, utterly intolerable, by fuch Faults as theſe : 
1. An 


to Salvation : Or 'be a preaching up 
ving Truths  3.-If he ſo deprave the Publick. Worſhip, as to 
deſtroy the Subſtance of it, as -in putting up. Blaſphemy for 
Prayer or Praife, or commit Idolatry, or ſet up new Sacra- 
ments,..ar impoſe any Actual Sin on the People. 

Bur there are other Miniſterial Faules which warrant not Sec cri}. 
our Separation ; as, x, Some tolerable Errours of Judgment, Dire#. 
or Envy, and pectiſh Oppoſition to.others, Phil. xr. 15. 2. It Þ 995 
is not unlawful to joyn with, a Miniſter, that hath many De 
feds in his Minilſtration , or .manner of Worſhip; as if he 
preach with ſome Ignorance, Diſorder , unfit Expreflions or 
Geſtures, and the hike in Prayer and Sacraments. 3.It is not 
unlawful to joyn with a Miniſter, that hath ſome material Er- 
rour or Untruth in Preaching or Praying , ſobeit we be not 
called to approve it, and fo it be not pernicious and deſtructive 
to the ends of his- Miniſtry, If we run away from all that 
vent any Uantruth or Miſtake in Publick or private Worſhip, 
we ſhall ſcarce know, what Church or Perſon we may hold 
Communion wich. For r. a ſmall Sin may no more be done 
or owned,than a greater. 2. And then another Man's Weak- 
neſs may diſoblige me, anddiſcharge me from my Duty. 


a 
- 


of Subſcription with Aſſemt and Conſent, particularly concerning 
Infants baptized. 


Q. 152. 1s it lawful to ſubſcribe or profeſs full aſſent and conſent to cy1in, py- 

y religions Books, beſide the Bible, ſeeing all are fallible. Aniw.3.It re#.p.go2 
1s lawtul to Profeſs or Subſcribe our Aiſent and Conſentto any 
Humane Writing, which we judge to be true and good, ac- 
cording to the. Meaſure of its Truth and Goodneis. As if 
Church-Confeflions, that are found, be offered us-for our Con- 
ſent, we may ſay, or ſubſcribe, I bold all che Dottrine in this Book 
to be true and good, And by lo doing 1 do not afllert the infal- 
—_— libility 
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that die in Infan&y; before they commir 4&ual fin ; that 
to trouble themſelves with ſears abourir.”' For if ſuch Infanes 
were admired to outward Priviledges only, theti (whichis my 


Ibid. ſecond Reaſon) we have/no Promile;or Cettainty, or Ground 
of Faith for the Pardon and - Salvation'of any individual In. 
 fants inthe World : and if there be no Promiſe', there is'no 
Faith of it, nor no Baptiſm to- Seal ir, and ſo we make Anti- 
pzdobaptiſm unavoidable. ng : 
p.212 Whereas ſome miſinterpretthe wordsof the'old Rubrick 
. of Confirmation in the Eng/ih Lirurgy, as'if it Tpake of all 
that are baptized, whether they have righe or not, the words 
themſelves may ſerve-to rectifie that miſtake: [ nd that no 
Man ſhall think any detriment ſhall come to Children by deferring of 
their Confirmation, be ſhall know for truth; that it « certain by God's 
Word, that Children being baptized bave all things neceſſary for their 
Sabvation,and be pr ſaved.) where'itis plain, they mean, 
they have all things neceſlary ex parte Ecclefie, or all God's ap- 
plying Ordinances neceſſary, though they ſhoyld die uncon- 
firmed, ſuppoſing they have all things neceſſary to juſt Bap- 
tiſm on their own part: which is but what the Ancients were 
wont to ſay of the baptized Adult: but they never meant,that 
the Infidel and Impenitent were in a ftate of Life , becauſe he 
was baptized, but that all that truly conſent:to- the Covenangg 
and fignifie this by being baptized are faved. So the Church 
of England ſaith, that they receive no detriment by delaying 
Confirmation ; but it never ſaid, that they received no derri- 
ment by their Parents or Reſponſes Infidelity or Hypocriſie, or 
by their want of true Right, coram Deo, to be baptized. 


Q 39 


Ury ; and alf 

or die, they were pijouſly 

If you take them; bar asthe ancient ypraarn.or for ſach as 
do atteſt che Parents fidelity, (in their perſwaſion) and. do 
promiſe, fiſt,” ro' mind you of your Duty, and; next to take 
care of their pious Education, it you' die; 1'know no reaſon 
you have to ſc this much; yea more, it is in-your power 
to agree with the Godfathers, that they ſhall repreſeat your 
own Perſons, and ſpeak and promiſe what they do, as your 
eras only in your Names : and what have you againſt 
[4 


ObjefF, When the Church-men mean another thing ',/ thu « but to 
juggle with the World? 'Anſw. How' can you prove ,. that the 
Authority that made, or impoſed the Liturgy, meant any 0- 
ther thing? - 2. If the Impoſers had meanc ul, in a thing that 
may be done well, you may diſcharge your Conſcience, by 
doing it well, and making a ſufficient Profeſſion of your bet- 
ter Senſe. | 

As for the Antiquity of God-fathers, the current conſent of 
Hiſtorians aſſures us that Hyginw Biſhop of Rome, did firſt or- 
dain God-fathers at the Baptiſm of Infane. He lived but tor- 
ty years after St Foby. Preface to Infant Baptiſm. 

Cbrift. Dire&. p. 116. Part 3' Q- 41. Whether they are really 
baptized, who are baptized according to the Engliſh Liturgy and 
Canons, where the Parents ſeem excluded, and thoſe to conſent for the 
Infant, who have no power to doit? 

Anſw. p. 117. Fhat the Parents Conſent is ſuppoſed, though 
he be abſent. 2. The Parent is not required to be abſent. 
3. The Reaſon of that Canon ſeems to be their jealouſie leſt 
any would exclude God-fathers. 4. While che Church hath 
not declared what Perſon the Sponſors bear , nor any farther 
what they are to do, than to ſpeak the Covenanting words, and: 
promiſe to ſee the pious Education of the Child , the Parents 
may agree that the God-fathers ſhall do all this as their Depu- 
ties primarily and in their ſteads, and (econdly as Friends that 
promiſe their Afiftance. 5. While Parents really conſent, ic 
is not their Slenge that nullifeth the Covenant, 6.Al] Parents 
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Anfiver to him; SIS. to his juc 
Not, that'all the ized; but that all the baptized | of 
true Chriſtians are pardoned, juſtified, adopted, and have a 
eitle to the Spirit, and Salvation. And we muſt chooſe great 
| , if this Opinion -be forſaken , viz. That all 
Infants truft be tsken to be our of Covenant with God; and 
to have no promiſe of Salvation ;\ whereas, ſurely the Law of 
Grace, as well as the Covenant of Works, -included. all the 


Seed in their Capacity. 


Of the Reſponſes. 


Q. 837 May the People bare a Vocal part in Worſhip, and do an 
more CG ſa Anon ? Anſw. The People bare an equal —_ 
in ſinging the Pſalms, which are Prayer, and Praiſe, and In- 
ru&on.: if they may do fo in the Pſalms in Merre, there 
can be no reaſon given, but they may lawfully do. fo in Plalms 
in Profe; for laying them, and-finging them, are but "= 3 594 
of Utrerance, and the ancient Singing was liker our Saying, 
than our Tunes. The Primitive Chrittians were (o full yo 
and love to Chriſt, that they would have taken it for an Ia. 
jury, and a quenching of the Spirit, to have been wholly re- 
ſtrained from bearing their part inthe Praiſes of the Church. 
The uſe of the Tongue keepeth awake the Mind, and ſtirreth 

up God's Graces in his Servants. It was the decay of Zeal 
ih the People, that firſt ſhut out the Reſponſes ; while they 
kept 


and meddle ſo. much 
brance of former zeal cauſed moſt $ to retain many 
of the words of their even when they loſt the 

ie and Spirit which animate them ; and ſo the ſame 
words came into the Liturgies, and were uſed by too many, 
cuſtomarily, and in ty, which their A rs had uſed 
in the ſervour of cheir Souls. And if it were not, that a 
dead-hearted, formal People, by ſpeaking the Reſponſes care- 
lefly and hypocritically, do bring them into diſgrace with 
many, that ſce the neceflity of Seriouſneſs, I think, few good 
People would be againft chem now;——lc. is hece the dury 
of every Chriſtian, to labour to--reſtore the life and fpiric to 
the Words, that they may- again be uſed in a ferious and hc- 
ly-manner, 2s heretofore, Exed.-19..8. In as folemn an Af 

mbly as any of ours, when God gave Moſes a form of words 
to-preach to) the People, all the People anſwered” together, 
and ſaid, All that the Lord bath ſpokin, we will do. So Exod. 
24. 3. and Deuter. 5. 27.- Which God approved of, v. 28, 29. 
See Levit. 9. 24: 2 Kings 23. 2, 3; 1 Chron. 1, 35, 36. It is a 


command, P/al. 67. 3, 5. Let all the People praiſe thee, O God, P. 857 


Orc. And he that will limit this to ſingle Perſons, or ſay 
that it muſt not be, vocally, in the Church, or, it muſt be 
in metre only, and never in proſe, muſt prove it leſt he be 
proved one, that addeth to God's Word. 

Q. 84. Is it not a Sin for our Clerks, to make themſelves the 


mouth of the People } Anſw. The Clerks are not appointed to p,-g,, 


be the Mouth of the People, but each Clerk is one of the 
People,- commanded to do that which. all ſhould do, leſt ic 
ſhould be wholly lefe undone. If all the Congregation will 
ſpeak all that the Clerk doth, it will an{wer the primary de- 
fire of the Church Governors who bid the People doit 


Of Bowing at the Name Feſus—— And of Prieſts, Altars, &Cc. 
Q. 86. Is it lawful to bow at the name of Jelus ? Anſw. That 


we may lawfully expreſs our reverence, when the names *' 


(Ged, 
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they be po 

Churches did ever ry theſe. words fo Faetliary, without 
any Queſtion oa Scruple raiſed by the Orthodox, or Here- 
ticks about them, that we ſhould be wary, how we condemn 
theſe words, leſt we give advantage to the Papiſts to tell 
their. Followers, that all Antiquity. is on their fide. The 
Lord's Supper is by Proteſtants cruly called a Commemorative 
Sacrifice. 


Of the Communion-Table, &c. 


Q. 123. May the Communion Tables be ama Altarwiſe? and 
railed in? and 1s it lawful to come up to the Rails to Communi- 
cate? Anſw..1. God bath nut given a particular cominand, 
or prohibition abgut theſe Circumſtances, but only general 
rules for Edification, Unity, Decency and Order. 2. They 
that do ir out of a deſign to draw Men to Popery, or to in- 
courage Men in it, do lin. 3. So do they, that rail in the 
Table, to Genifie, that Lay-Chriitians mult not come to it, 
but be kept at a diſtance, 4. But where there are no ſuch 
| ends, 


ends, but only-to imitate-the Ancients, chat did thus, and to 
ſhew reverence to the RI neins of the Sacrament, 
away Dogs, 4 rom ſitting on it ; 
and:he profeſſed Dodrine- Church condemneth Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, Corporal-preſence, &c. in this caſe 
theſe, for ſucts as they- are, indifferent 
ings, 'and not cenſure 'or condemn'each other for them. 
5- And'to communicate, is not only lawful in this caſe, where 
we'cannot prove, that the 'Miniſter finneth, but even, when 
we ſuſpe& an ill deſign in him, which we cannot prove, yea, 
or when we can prove that his perſonal interpretation of the 
Place; Name, Scituation, and Rail, is unſound ; for we Af. 

there to Communicate in, 'and according to the pro- 

Doctrine of Chriſtianity, and 'the Churches, and our 
own open profeflion, and nor after every private Opinion, 
and Error of the Miniſter. Whether we fhall receive the 
Lord's Supper at a Table, or in our Seats? Whether the Ta- 
ble: ſhall be of Wood or Stone, Round or Long, or Square ? 
Whether it ſhall ftand on the Eaſt or Weſt ſide of the Tem- 
ple, or in the middle? "Whether it ſhall have Rails, or no 
Rails? All cheſe are left to Humane Prudence. As for ſtand- 
ing at the reading of the Goſpel, Page 148. he fays, If I live 
where Rulers peremtorily command it, as a ſignified conſent 
to the Goſpel, I would obey them rather than give offence. 
And for kneeling when the Decalogue is read : That the 
thing it ſelfis lawtul, is paſt doubt ; and if it be commanded, 
and the omiffion would be offenfive, I would uſe- it, though 
miſtaken Perſons were preſent, becauſe I cannot diſobey nor 
differ from the whole Aſſembly without a greater hurt and 
ſcandal, than ſeeming to harden the miſtaking Perſon, - and 
becauſe I could and would by other means remove that Perſons 
danger as from me, by making him know that it is no Pray- 
er; And the rather becauſe in our times the Miniſter may 
in the Pulpit tell the People the contrary. We mult not 
lightly differ from the Churches where we live in ſuch things. 
I like beſt to kneel in Prayer and Confeflion of Sins. To 
ſtand up in Praiſes to God; at Singing and Reading Pſalms 
of Praiſe and other Hymns ; to ſet at Hearing the Word, be- 
cauſe the body hath neceflity of ſome reſt, 
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Q, 119. he incbo Uſe and. dunbirity' of tht Creed? b i 


of the Apoſtles framing of met ? _ Anſw., Its ufe is, to be a plai 


ind for the ſatisfadtion-of the Church, 


” afid i ,\ Matths 28: 19. 5. 'Fhat' the 
Aol: did cauſe the baptizable; to underſtand the Three 


. Articles of Chriſt's. own Creed and Covenant, and uſed ma- 


ny explicatory words to make them underſtand ir. 6. It is 
more thdn probable, that che matter opened by them, was ſtill 
the ſame when the words were not the ſame. 7. And it is 
alſo more than-probable, that they did not needleſly vary the 
words, left it ſhould teach Men to vary the matter. And 
Laſtly, No doubt but this practice of the Apoſtles was imita- 
ted by the Churches, and-that thus the Effentials of Religion 
were by the Tradition of the Creed, and Baptiſm, 'delivered 
by themſelyes, as far as Chriſtianity went, long before any 
Book of the New Teftamenc was written. And the following 
Churches, uſing the ſame Creed, might fo far well call ic the 
Apoſtles Creed. 


Of the Apoerypha. 


Q. 150. Is it lawful to read the Apoerypha, or Homilies? 
Anſw. It is lawful, fobe it they'be ſound Dodrine, and fitted 
to the Peoples Edification. 2. So be ic they be not read 
ſcandalouſly, without ſufficient differencing them from God's 
Book. 3. So they be not read to exclude, or hinder the read- 
ing of the Scripture, or other neceſſary Church duty. 4. So 
they be not read read to keep up an ignorant lazy Miniſtry, 
that can, or will do no better. 5. And eſpecially if Au- 
thority 


10 all Sober Diſſenters. 
thority command it, and the Churches agreement require 


If, 
Of the Oath of Canonica! Obedjence. 


. 153. Moy we lawfully [we 
| NE, L , either ro Uſurpers, or ro pur lawful Paſtors? Anſw. If 
the King ſhall command us, It is. lawful. $o the old Non- 
conformifts, who thought the Engl acy at unlawful Of- 
fice, yet maintained that it is 1a to take the Oath of Ca- 
nonical Obedience, becauſe they thought it was impoſed by 
the King, and Laws, and chat we ſwear them to them, not as 
Officers claming a Divine Right in the Spiritual Government, 
but as Ordinaries or Officers, made by the Kin j 
to the Oath of Supremacy, And if Prelacy were proved ne- 
ver fo unjawful, no doubt but by the Kings Command, we 
may ſwear or perform formal ience to a Prelate. Read 
Bradſhaw againſt Can concerning this, Pag. 181. Chrift. Dire#. 
24. Edit. 


Of the Holineſs of Churches. 


Q. 170. Are Temples, Fonts, Utenſils, Church-lands, much more 


27 


ar obedjence, in all things Jaw- p. goz. 


IS. 


Miniſters Holy ! And what reverence is due to them, as Holy ? p. 915, 


Anſw. Temples, Utenſils, Lands, &«c. devored, and lawfully 
ſeparated by Man, for Holy uſes, are Holy, as juſtly related 
to God by that lawful ſeparation. Miniſters are more Holy 
than Temples, Lands, or Utenſils, as being nearlier related 
to holy things ; and things ſeparated by God, are more Holy 
than thoſe juſtly ſeparated by Man. Ani fo of Days, every 
thing ſhould be reverenced according to the meaſure of its 
Holineſs : And this exprefſed by ſuch Signs, Geſtures, A&i- 
ons, as are fitteſt ro Honour God, to whom they are rela- 
ted, And foto bs uncovered in the Church, and uſe reve- 
rent Carriage and Geſtures there, doth tend to preſerve dus 
Reverence to God, and to his Worſhip, x Cor. 16. 20. 


E 2 of 


tr 


hs 


Frve Diſp. 
P. 361. 


P, 401. 


Of the Ptnwer of the Magiſtrate in Circumſtantiall, 


affirm, that the. Kings ws do bind the Mind: 
to a conſcic performance of all his 


1mands, Apol 4, ITY eager of he our 
that we rug Wing 10-0Iey and al hm 
'\ e doubt , 22 , x G 


We 


"” 


lagiltrates may reſtrain. falſs Teachers 
nd drawing them to Sin.. Of Epiſcopacy, 


s and Rulers wg for Orders ſake, diſtribute their 
Chriſtian Kingdoms into Pariſhes, which ſhall/be the Ocdi- 
nary Bounds of particular Churches. - And ſuch diſtribution 
is very Congruous to the ends of the Miniſtry 'and Churches, 
and conduceth to Order and Peace.  Now-confor. Plea, Pag. 31. 

When Paſtors by Concord,. or Magiſtrates by Laws, haye 
tled lawful Circumſtances, or Accidents of Church Order, 
or Worſhip, or Diſcipline, though they be in particular but 
Humane Infticutions, it is ſinful Diſobedience to violate them 
without neceflity,. as, Parochial Qrder, Aſſociations, Times, 
Places, Miniſters, Scripture Tranſlations, &«c. Page 49: 

God's Laws bind us to keep Love and Concord, and the. 
Agreement of Councils may determine of the matter in altera- 
ble Points, and ſo abſent and preſent... Biſhops may for Con- 
cord ſake be obliged by. God's Law to keep ſuch Canons and 
they are matter of Duty, Page. 266. 

The true intereſt of a meer Non-conformiſft, requireth him 
to. live in Loyalty, Peace, and Patience, and in- Love and 


"Communion with the Parochial Churches, Page 251. N. 11. 


I deny not but Magiſtrates may moderately drive Men to hear 
God's Word, -and to do the immediate Duties of their. Places. 
Epiſcopacy, Page 144, 
Of EpteT, ets Choniallanca of Worſhip, which” are ne- 
ceſſary in genere, but left undetermined by God, in ſpecie, are 
left by God to humane, prudential determination, ( elſe an 
impoſſibility ſhould be neceſſary.) Ir is left to humane determi- 
nation what Place the Publick Aiſemblies ſhall be held in. And 
to determine of the time, except where God hath determined 
already, and.what Utenſils to imploy about the Publick Wor- 


ſhip. of 


#0 all Sober. Diſſenters. 29 
Of the Surplice: 


e decent Habit is neceſſary ; either the Magiſtrate, or P. 40g... 
che Minifies or aſſociated. Paſtors muſt determine what. I 
think neither Magiſtrate, nor Synod, ſhould do more than 
hinder indecency ; if they do, and tye all to one. habit (and 
fuppole it were an indecent habit) yet this-is but an imprudegt 
as of power, it is a thing within the Magiſtrates reach, he- 
doth not aliene work, but. his. own, work amiſs, and there- 
fore the thing in it ſelf being lawful, I would obey him, and 
uſe that garment, if I not be diſpenſed with. Yea 
though, ſecondarily, the whiteneſs. be to ſignifie purity, and 
fo.it be made a teaching ſign, yet would I obey. And ſee no 
reaſon to ſcruple the lawfulneſs of the Ring in Marriage ;. for, ?: 411-- 
though the Papiſts make a, Sacrament of Marriage, yet. we 
have no reaſonto take it for any Ordinance of Divine Worſhip, 
more than the ſolemnizing a Contra&t between a Prince.and 
People. All things are ſandtified and pure to the Pure. And, 
for Organs or other Inſtruments of Muſick in God's Worſhip, P.- 412: . 
they being a help, partly naturally and partly artificial to the 
exhilarating the Spirits, for the praiſe of God, I know no ar- 
gument to provethem ſimply unlawful, but what would prove cbrift. D:- 
a: Cup of Wine unlawful, or the Tune and Metre, and Melody 7e#-p.884 
of Singing unlawful. 
therefore. we thus conclude Page 423- That every 
- miſordering of ſuch great Aﬀairs; is the Sin of them that do 
it, yet the Subje& is not exempted from. Obedience by every 
fuch- miſtake of the Governour, And $_67. If the Mil- 
chooſing of ſuch Circumſtances by the Governors, be but an 
inconvenience, and deſtroy not the Ordinance it ſelf or fru- 
ſtrate the ends of it, we are to obey, for he the judge of his . 
own Works, and not we : Thething.is not ſinful, though in- 
convenient. 
Page 398. Of Five Di/putations. $. 25. Prop. 12. . It may be 
very Sinful-to command ſome Ceremonies which may law- 
fully, yea muſt in duty be uſed when they are commanded. . 
And Prop. 14. Certain things, commonly called Ceremonies, 
may lawfully be uſed in the Church upon humane impaſition, 
and when it is. not againſt the Law of God, no Perſon ſhould : 
diſobey , 


o 


P. 412+ 


P. 416. 


P. 117. 


P. 418. 
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Of the Croſs in Baptiſm. 


Of all our Ceremonies, there is none that' I have more ſuf. 
pected tobe ſimply unlawful than the Crofs in Baptiſm, yer 
I 


ly 


—_ 


a, than my own 
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| T dare not perempeorily fay, that the Croſs in Baptiſm is un- 


nor will I condemn Ancients or Maderns that uſe ic; 
any difturbance m the Churchabour ie, more 
own'forbeatance will make. I prefame not to cen- 
ſore them chat judge ir lawfn} , but only give the Reaſons that 
make me doube, 'and rather think ic to be unlawful, though 
RIM with a faſpicion of my own Underſtanding, 

P. 123. of Chriff. Dire#. Q. 4 one offer bis Child to be 
baptized With the firw of the Croſs, the of Criſme, and the white 
Garment , Milk "and Honey , or Exorciſm , as 'in the Lutheran 
Chareches. | 

Anſw. 4. Wherr he cannot lawfully have better,he may and 
mutt offer his Child to them that will fo baptize him, rather 
than not at all, becauſe Baptiſm is God's Ordinance , and the 
Sin is the Miniſters, and not his. Another Man's finful mode 
will not juſtifie the negle& of our Duty elſe we mighe not joyn 
in Prayer or Sacrament in which the Minifter modally finneth 
(5. e.) in none. 

Mr. B. grants p. 161, of Chrift. Dire. Edit. 2. That it-is not 
unlawful to make an Image to be ebjeffum wel medium excitcans ad 
Cultum Dei,an objet of our Conſideration, exciting our Minds 
to worſhip God as a Death's-head or Crucifix, to-ftir vp in-us 
a worſhipping Aﬀe&tion ; and that it is tawtul by the ſight of 
a Crucifix to be provoked to worſhip God. 

I durſt not to have reproved any of the ancient Chriftians 
that uſed the Sign of the Croſs meerly as a Profeſling Sign, to 
fhew the Heathen and Jews that they believed in a Crucified 
Chriſt, and were not aſhamed of his Croſs. Of Church Govern- 


ment, P. 404- 


_ | 


nor 


Ze 


Mr. Baxter's Judgment concerning Confirmation agreeable to Confirme- 
the practice of the Church of England, may be een in a par- tim,p.207, 


ticulac Treatiſe on that Subje. 
Of Conventicles. 


220,230» 


Q. 172. Are all religions and private Meetings forbidden by Ru- chi, n;- 
lers, unlawful Conventicles ?  Anſw. 1. It 1s more to the Honour rett.y.g15. 


of the Church, and of Religion, and of God, and more to our 
Safety and Edification, to have God's Worihip performed fo- 


temnly, publickly, and in great Aſſemblies, than in a —_ 
ecretiy 


ry in that Country, Pru-. 
yen that ;needeth 
ry in that place, 
where in true Reaſon it is like to do more hurt than good. 
Holy Commun-wealth, Theſis 240. It is neceſſary to the 
Churches Peace;that no private Congregations may be gather- 
©d, or Anti-Churches ere&ed, withont approbation or Tole- 
Tation fromthe Magiſtrate. If private Aſſemblies be permit- 
ted promiſcuouſly and unlimitedly, it will then be impoſlible 
to reſtrain Hereſie and Impiety ; yea, they may meet to plot 
againſt che Magiſtrate. And no Aſſemblies whatſoever, beſides 
the Pariſh Churches, are to be allowed by the Magiſtrate. 
Chriſt.Di- It is a dangerous thing, to be enſnared in a Se ; it will,be- 
ett. p. 45+ fore you are aware, volek you with a feaveriſh, ſinſul Zeal for 
the Opinions and Intereſt of that Se& z it will make you bold, 
in bitter InveRives and Cenſures, againſt thoſe that differ trom 
you ; it will corrupt your Church-communion , and fill your 
very Prayers with Partiality, and Human Paflions ; it will fe- 
-cretly bring Malice, under the name of Zeal, into your minds 


and words. Ina word, it is a ſecrer, but deadly _Y. to 
ri- 


to all Sober Diflenters, 33 


ames 3. 14, 


ppolition to 
Thiſcn, or 


Be Diſp. 
B, 411. 


Defenſe, 
P, L77» 


Chriſt. Di- 
037. 2 Sn ol cur to communicate with the Church where Scanda- 


thy Wes atap tier, but 
f {-r Lowcy > hey do 
Foe bin wor by/omdecagronr even; Ducry, it will be 26 


tous Sinhersor Hereticks are permitted, the Paſtors and Delin- 
Sins are act Ours. 
- But what if of Exiunnt pemmonnived, ene]; I-conform 50 an 
os knaling ? never yec heard any thin 
nhl, mes") a ord'of God; oor, S 
| ar gre Chat anetiple comacbe proved 2 ob- 
gre was | ye fach a-fiting as ours.. 
nance is mixe. And if it be lawful to 
Pardon from che King upon 'our Knees, 4 know nor 
I make it unlawful to take a Sealed Pardon from 
Chrift, oy tis - Ny; upon our —_ &s for ar Ce- 
at the Sacrament fiace the Ru- 
heyy {or rmeryg. Fe difolaimeth, bock ys Bread- worfhip, 
and the bodily Real- preſence, my indgment was ever for it. 
God having made ſome geſture neceſſary, and confined us to 
none, but lefe it to humane determination, T ſhall ſubmit ro 
Magiſtrates in their proper Work. I «m not lure, that Chriſt 
mended the example 0 himſelf in this as oligatory- ;- but I am 
fure, he 'hath commanded me obedience, and peace. Mr. Per- 
kins was for kneeling, and Mr. Baines in his Letters writes for 
it, and anſwers obje&ions againſt ir. 

Pap. 133. of Mr. B's Life. I cannot be fo narrow in m 
Principles of Church Communion, as many are, who are 
mach for a Liturgy, or fo much againſt it; fo .much -for 
Cere. 


” 


to all Sober Difſenters. 
Ceremonies, or ſo mach againſt them, that 
Communion with no Church tt b noreT chaty otng ar won 


——_—_— 
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IfI were ar the Greeks, 'the Lutherans, the dants, 
yea the i#;, I would hold fomerime Communion with 
them as — I cannot be of their Opinion, thac think 


_— - *. _—_ 
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God will noc «cept himthat preyeth b the Common- er- 
Book; and thar fach Forms arg a Leif invemed Worthip 
which God rejeRteth. 
Q. 4 But what if I cammot Communicate, but according to the Chriſt. Di- 
Adminiftration of the Commen-Prayer-Book * Anſw. x. That it 9-0-6097 
is not unlawful to receive according to the Adminiſtration of 
the Common-Prayer-Book, becauſe it is a Form, needs no 
proof tg any, thar is Judicious. 2. Nor yet, for any evil in 
this particular Form, for in this pare the Common-Prayer is 
generally approved. 3. Nor yet, becauſe it is impoſed; for 
a Command maketh not that unlawful to us, which is lawful 
before, bur it maketh many things lawful, and duties, thar 
elſe would have been unlawfal accidentally. 4. And the in- 
rentions of the Commanders ws have litele co do with. And 
for the conſequents, they muſk be weighed on both fides, and 
the conſequents of our refuſal will not be found light. In ge- 
neral, I muſt here cell the People of God, in the bitter ſorrow 
of my Soul, that at laſt it is time for them to diſcern thar tem- 
ptation, that hath in all Ages of the Church almoſt, made 
this Sacrament of our Union, to be the grand occaſion or inftru- 
ment of our Diviſions. And that, true Humility, and Acquain- 
tance with our ſelves, and Love to Chriſt, and one another, 
would ſhew ſome Men, that it was but their Pride and Preju- 
dice, and Ignorance, that made them think fo heinouſly of o- 
ther Mens manner of Worſhip. And that, on all ſides, among 
erue Chriſtians, the manner of their Worſhip is not lo odious, 
as Prejudice, and Faction, and Partiality reprelenteth it. And 
that God accepteth that, which they rejet. And they ſhould 
ſee, how the Devil hath undone the common People, by this 
means,by teaching them every one to expedt ſalvation for being 
ofthat Party which he taketh to be the right Church, and for 
Worſhipping in that manner which he,and his Party, thinketh 
beſ}. $54 wonderfala thing 1s prejudice, that every Party, 
by this, is brought to think that ri iculous and vile, which the czy;/, p;. 
other Party accounteth beſt. __ to magnifie any one Church re8. p. 48. 
- or 
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(to deny,due-c pepnrodhorel, 
© all he Church'to your Party, deny all, 
dt, to.þe Chriſtians, aod parts of the Univerſal 
| of: Charity. It is 


hi n. alſo, to cc 1% 5. 0h iv + renin Church, as 
| Church, And it; is Schilm, to withdraw your bodily. com- 
n from a Church that you were 


* 


| ; bound:to hold commu- 

Aa PF Ine ON that it's 0 Church, OT 1s 

not lawfully co be communicated with.. | And ic.is..Schiſm, to 

| iviſions or Parties in a Ch hough you divide noc 
from that Church. -The holineſs of the Party that Men adhere 
to, is made a pretence to excule Schilm; byt this muſt make 
but; Agrotus) rence.n our eſteem, and; loye:to ſome. Chti- 

- If really are, moſt /holy,-I muſt love 


ſtians above others. If really « 

them moſt, ,and labour tobe as holy: as they ::But-1 myſt-noc 

therefore, unjuſtly deny communion, «or due./ reſpec to. other 
Chriſtians, that are. leſs holy, nor cleave to them-.as a Se, or 
-divided Party,. whom I eſteem moſt holy. For the holieſt are 
moſt Charitable,” and moſt againſt the, Diviſions among Chri- 
ſtians, and tendereſt of their Unjty,and. Peace. Owa the belt, 
as beſt, but none, as a;divided Set ; eſpouſe; not their dividing 
intereſt ; confine not your eſpecial love to a Pacty, butextend 
it. all the Members of Chriſt. | Deny not local Communian 
when there is occaſion for it, to any Church, that hath the 
Subſtance of True Worſhip, - and. forceth you. not to ſin. 

Baxter of IVE them as true Chriſtians, and Churches, even when they 

Confirm M4 drive you from their-Communion.: L have found that,Refor- 

tion, p. 3. Mation is to be accompliſhed more by reſtoratian- of Ordinan. 
ces and Adminiſtrations to-their-Primitive Nature and Ule,than 
by utter abolition. ' 

Mr. Bagſhaw objeted to Mr. Baxter, that: he choſe.tocom- 
municate/ in.a very. populous Church 'upon, Egffer-day, pur- 
poſely that it might be known :. To this Mr., Baxter Anſwers, 
2. 76..1f a Man by many Years forbearing all Publick Prayer, 
and Sacraments; ſhould tempt others to think that he is a- 
gainſt them, 'or thinks them needlels ; How ſhould he cure that 
Scandal, but by doing that openly, pleading far it which he 
is \uppoled to be againſt, Miniſters being bound to teach by 
Example as well;as Doarine ? 


of 


to: all Sober Diſſenters. 
'-  Of-the Linuwgys 


$. 1. Mr. Baxter in the.2d, page of his exceptions againſt the. 

i F an Obje&ion.of Mr.:Hales in theſe Words, Fo 
load our Publick Forms with- Private- Fancies on - which. we. 
differ, .is che moſt ſoveraign way to. perpetuate Schiſm, ,See. al- 
ſo, p 48..;} The, Biſhops gave this Anſwer;.to. the Objeion ;; 
.We heartily. deſire that according to.1his Propoſaly. great care may. be, 
taken to: ſuppreſs private. Conceptions of Prayer, leſt. privuate Opinions 
be made matter of Prayer, as it bath,” and-will. be, if. private Per- 
ſons take liberty to, make publick Prayers. To this I agreed, p. 20r. 
Cure of Diviſions, in thele words 3; Every Szparatiſt, Anabap- 
tiſt, Antinomian,, doth. too willingly ; put. his Errors into his, 

rayers: The Senſe of which Mg. Bagſhaw thus expounds. p. 7. 
Of bis Antidote, by mentioning. of, Separatiſts, as/a diſtin bo- 
dy of Men fromthe 4ntinomian, . Anabaptiſts, &c, It is evident. 
he cati mean.no other but his Presbyterian and Congreg ational- 
Brethren. be 

$. 2. That which God preſcribed is lawful, but- God pre- 
ſcribed Forms of Prayer, as the. Titles. and. Matter of many of 
the Pſalms prove, which were daily uſed in the Fews Syna+ 
gogues, Chriſt. Dire. 2d. Edit. p. 139, 

Q. 74-. Is it lawful to impoſe Forms on the Congregation in pub- 
litk Worſhip? Anſw. Yes, and. more than lawful, Ic is the 
Paſtors duty fo to do ; for whether he forethink what to pray, 
or not, his Prayer is to them a Form of Words, . and they are 
bound to concur with him in Spirit or Deſire, and to ſlay, Amen. 
So that every Minilter by Office is daily to impoſe a Form. of 
Prayer on all the People; only ſome. Men impole the: ſame 
Form many times over, or every. day, and others impoſe every 
day a new one. pag. 140. Ibid. 

Pag. 142,143: Mr. Baxter ſhews the conveniencies and incon» 
veniencies, both oi tree and preſcribed Prayers ; and adds, My 
own judgment is, taat lomewhat of both ways joyned together 
will beſt obviate the inconveniencies of both, though by this 
F croſs the conceits of prejudiced Men on both extremes; I 
think I croſs not the judgment of the Church of England, 
which alloweth free Prayers in the Pulpit, and at che Viſication 
of the Sick—Nor of the Famous Nos conformifs, — 
Flildere 


*% 


37. 


: 
TH/LF 


| naking it more fauley 
chan it was, they called him a for Anichriff and Baa, 


and every eror in the mode of Worſhip was ——_— Popery, 
Amichriſtianiſem, Superfticion 0g yrs yn hen many 
.of. their own Prayers full of Carnal Paffion, Fation, 
Diſorder,vain Repetitions, nnſound and loarhſome Expreflions, 
and their Dodrine full of Errors and Confuffion. 

Ss 5. Pag. 169. Part. 3. T 's Life. I wrote a Book called 
.Cain and-Abel, intending a third Part, to tell Diſlſenters, why I 
went to the Pariſh Church, and Communicated ; and why 
.chey ſhould not ſuffer as Separatifts, leaſt they ſuffer as Evil 
doers 5 which a Bookſeller importuned me ro ler him Print, 
but for Reaſons then given, 1 delayed it ; but at laft conſented 
to h the Reaſons of my Communicating in the Pariſh 
Churches, and againſt Separations: But a Manuſcript of Dr. 
.Owen's, containing Twelve Arguments againft joyning wich 
the Licurgy in Publick Churches was fent me, which I anſwer- 
ed, whereupon a ſwarm of Revilers'powred out their keeneſt 
Cenfures whom I anſwered. Another ſaid, that my Treatiſe 
of Epiſcopacy fully proved the duty of Separation; whereupon 
I explained that Treatiſe, ard all cheſe things cogether I Pub- 
liſhed in a Treatiſe in defence of Carhbolick Communion, to 
which I refer ſuch as defire farther SatisfaRion. 

$ 7. 1 ſhall name but one Paſſage more on this Head, in 
his 


- %%\ al. Sober Diſſenters.: 
his Defence the Principles of Love. $8. The Covenant (he 
| Ent) Dinka us to Reformation a-/oog to Gods Weed, 
and the-Example of the beſt Reformed Churches: Buz to pre- 
fer no Publick Worſhip, or a worſe before 'the Licurgy, is 
Deformation and Profancnefs ; and it is greater Reformation 


ro prefer the Liturgy beforenone, than to prefer Extemporate 


Publick Worthip before the Liturgy; for all the Reformed 
Charches in Chritendom. do commonly profes to hold Com- 
munion with the Engliſh Churches ' in the Licurgy, if they 
come among us where it is wed , fothat it ſeems in Mr. Baxter's . 
=. a breach of the Covenanct to prefer 'no Publick 

orthip before the Liturgy, 'or to refuſe Occaſional Commu- 
nion in the fe of the Liturgy, as if it were unlawfal, when in 
Mer.B's as well as in the fudgment of all theReformed Churches, 
it is to be preferred co Exremporate Publick Worthip. 


My Opiaivn as to Licurgy m general, is, 1. Thx aftinted Diſpute the + 
Litorgy is init felf1awfol, 2. That a Rinted Lirurgy in fome 415. of 
parts of Publick Service is neceſſary. - 3. In che paris where ir £217 Go 


15 not Heceffary, it may-nor only be fr>mitted to, bur defited, p. , 52. 
when the of the Church Tequireth #t. 4: It is not of P. 359. 


fach neceffity to take the matter; and words out of the Holy 


Scriptures, but that we may joyn in a Licurgy, or 'uſe ic, if See Chriſt. 


the Form of Words be not from Scriptare. "This is thus pro- 'y 


ved: - 1. That. which is not dire&y, or confequenciatly for. 
bidden by God, remaineth lawful. A tinted Lizurgy. is not 
dire&tly, or conſequentially forbidden of God : . Therefore ic 
remaineth lawful. . The major is undoubted, becauſe nothing 
but a prohibicion can make a thing unlawful; where there is no- 
Law, there is no Tranſgreſfion. YetThave heard very Reve. 
rend Men Anſwer this, That it is enough that #e ts not com- 
manded, though not forbidden, which ts plainly to deny both 
Scripture and Civil Principles. Now for che Minor, That a 
ſtinted Liturgy is not forbidden, we need no. other proof, 
than that no Prohibion can be produced. . 

The main Body of Now Conformift Minifters did judge, that 
the Ordinary Liturgy appointed for Publick Worſhip, was ſuch 
as a good Chriſtian might lawtully joyn mn, Apel. p. 148. 

If it be lawful for the People to uſe a ſtinted form of Words, p. 
in Publick Prayer, then is it in it kif-lawful for the Pafors : 


But it is lawful for the People, &r. For the Paſtors Prayer 
(which 


reef. 
874. 
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848. 


i +4 | YA I f 


dh, Aba eles 


" tan ns, co te meh ts Th Tale 


-out of a-Book,.-;,/ 4 1041 | _w—_ 


is lawful couſea Form in P 
Linrgy lan, x Pecaule ching bar wnted 
2. Becauſe the: reaſon: & he ame tor Prayer as forhaxin he 


mains - 


-That which peice an amdicn of the Church in Scrip- 


ture times and down to this da ays and-is yet the practice of al- 


moſt allthe Churches of Chriſt on earth, is not like to be un- 
lawful : But ſuch is the uſe of ſome tinted Forms, &c. 

+I have ſhewed, that it was ſo-in the Feiſh Church. Thatie 
hath been of ancient uſe in the Ghucch, |fince Chriſt, and at 
this day in Africk, Hf, Europe, Jad. che. Reformed Churches 
in France, | Holland, Geneva, - ©'e,.,3s 19 well known, that I 
need not ſtand to prove it: And thoſe few that ſeem to diſuſe 
it, do-yet-uſe it in Pſalms and other parts of Worſhip. As for 
the Commen- droge it ſelf,, I never rejected it, becauſe it was 
a Form or thought ic ER; unlawful, becauſe 3 it, was ſuch a 
m—_y but have made uſe of it, and would do again inthe like 
caſe; | 
Object..-But if @ faulty manner y of praying be. preſcribed, and im- 
poſed by a Law, 1 know it before- hand and am guilty of jt. Anſw. If 
the thing be linful, either it is, 1. Becauſe the Prayers are de- 
feRive'and faulty ;3 Or, 2.; Becauſe they are impoled ; Or, 
3. becauſe you knew the Faylt before-hand, but none of theſe 
can prove . your joyning ' with them ſinful. | x. Not becauſe 
they. are faulty ; for you may joyn with as faulty L\ wy (you 
confefs) if not impoſed. - 2. Not becauſe impoſed for that is 
an extenuation, and not an aggravation. For (1.) it proveth 
the Miniſter leſs voluntary of the ewo, than thoſe are that do 
it without .any command, through the errour of their own 
Judgments. (2.) Becauſe (though lawful things oft become 
unlawful when Supertours forbid them, yet) no reaſon can be 
given, why a lawful thing ſhould become unlawful, becauſe a 
lawful Superiour doth command it ; elſe Superiours might take 
away all our Chriſtian Liberty, and make all things unlawful 
to us, by commanding them. You would take it for a wild 
Conceit in your Children or Servants, it they ſay, when you 
bid them learn a Catechiſm, oruſe a Form of Prayer, It was 
law- 


fo all Sober: Diſlenters, | 
. lawful for us to do it till you commanded us, but becauſe you 
bid us doit, it is unla It it be a Duty to obey Gover- 
noursin all lawful things, then- it is not a Yn to obey thero. 
Fo It is not your knowing before hand, that- makes ic unlaw- 
|: for 2.1 know in general before hand, that all imperfe& 
Men will do impertealy : and though I know not the particu- 
lar, that maketh it never the la , if fore-knowledge it 
ſelf did make it unlawful. _2.-If you know that (e g.) an 
Antinomian, or ſome miſtaken Preacher, would; conflandy 
drop: ſome words for his Errour, in praying.or preaching, that 
will not make it unlawful in -your own Judgment, for you 
to joyn (if it be not a flat Hereſie:) 3. It is another Man's 
Erroux or Fault chat you foreknow, and not your own. 4.God 
himſelf doth, as an Univerſal Cauſe of Nature, concur with 
Men in thole Acts which he foreknoweth they will ſinfully do, 
yer is not the Authour or Approver of the Sin. 
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|. We (the Commiſſioners 1663.) all thought a Liturgy law- Defence, 
ful, and divers Learhed--and Reverend Nonconformiſts of Þ: 38 


London met to conſider how far it was their duty, or lawful to 
Communicate with the Pariſh Churches, where they lived, in 
the Liturgy and Sacrament, and I proved four Propoſitions : 
x. That it is lawful to uſe a Form ; 2. That it is lawful to 
joyn with ſome Pariſh Churches in the uſe of the Liturgy : 

. That it is lawful to joyn with ſome Pariſh Churches in the 
Lord's Supper: 4 Thatit is co ſome a duty to joyn with 
ſome Pariſh Churches three times a year inthe Lord's Supper : 
and none of the Brethren ſeemed to diſſent, but took the Rea- 
{ons to be valid. 


Were I in Armenia, Abaſſia, or among the Greeks, I would P. 175. 


joyn in a much more defective Form than our Liturgy, rather 
than none. And this is the judgment of many New-England 
Miniſters, conform to the old Non-conformiſts, who did ſome 
of them read the Common Prayer, and the moſt of them 
judged ir lawful to joyn in it, or elſe Mr. Hilderſham, Mr. 
Richard Rogers, 86. would not write fo earneſtly tor coming 
to the beginning, and preferring it before all private Duties. 


And truly, 1 am not able to bear the thoughts of ſeparating * 


from almoſt all Chriſt's Churches upon Earth ; but he that 
ſeparates from 012, or many, upon a reaſon common to al- 
moſt a!l, doth virtually (:parate from almoſt all ; and he that 

| G {eparates 
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Care of 
Dtviſions, 
P. 200. 


P. 174- 
P. 179- 
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frdm-dll among us upon the account of the untzw- 
of our Liturgy, and che badnels of oar Minif x. doth 
ſeparate from them upon a reafoin common to almoſt all,” of 


| rn Licurgy which now are moſt diſtaſted, were 


brought in by-the moſt- zealous religious People at the firſt : 
The many ſhort Invocations,: Verkckes and Reſponſes, which 
the People uſe, were brought in when the Souls of the Faich» 
ful did wich Zeal, and in holy fervors brezk out in 


.fuch exp , and could riot well endure to be bare Audi- 


tors, and not vocally to bear their part in/the praiſes of God 
and prayers of the Church. | 
E have ſhewed at large, How far God hath given Men pow- 
er to preſcribe, and/impoſe Forms for others, and commanded 
others co ny pq" < £ when Chrilt ſaid, When ye pray, ſay, Our 
Father, &c. be bound 'the Diſciples in duty to do as he bid 
them ; How Forms may be impoled ickly on the Con« 
of Believers, and ' on the Miniſters, yea though che 
Forms impoſed be worſe than the exerciſe of their own gifts, 
(though among us no Man be forbidden. to uſe his own gifts 
irs the Pulpit.) The Phariſees long Litargy (it is like) was in 
worſe than ours ; yer Chriſt and his Apoſtles ofc- 
en joyned with them, and never condemned them. I ſhall 
now only add that the Lord's Prayer is a Form directed to 
God as inthe Third Perſon, and hot to Man only as a di- 
re&ory for Prayer in the Second Perſon: it is not, Pray ro God 
your Father in Heaven that bis name may be Hallowed, bis King- 
dom come, &c. But, Our Father which art in Heaven, balloweld be 
thy name, &c. And it ſeems by the Diſciples words, chat thus 
Fobn taughe his Diſciples to pray, Luke 12. 1. and we have int 
the Scripture the mention of many Set Forms- of Service to 
God, which therefore we may well uſe. And I deſire the Rea- 
der again to Note, that though Prayer was corrupted by the 
Phariſees, yer Chriſt uſually joyned in their Synagogues, Luke 
I4. 17. and never medled with our controverlie about the law- 
fulneſs of Set Forms. [ This Mr. Baxter infers from Calvins note 


on Matth. 6. before the Preface to the Defence.) 


Pag. 76. Of Concord. TI conſtantly joyn with my Pariſh 
Church in Liturgy and Sacraments, and hope ſo to do while L 


live, 
L take 


to all Sober Diſſenters. 


\ 
1) take the Commen-Proger | be better incomparably than 
the Fragen ,or Sermons td that I hear, . an 


As for the Common Prayer ir (elf, I never rejeted it, be- 
cauſe it was a Form,, or thoughe'it ſimply unlawful, becauſe 
it was ſuch a Form, but have made uſe-of it, and would a- 
gain in the like caſe. 

He chat ſeparates upon the account of the unlawfulnefs of 
our Liturgy, and the badneſs of our Miniſtry, doth ſeparate 
upon a reaſon common to almoſt all of che far \greateſt part of 
the Churches. See the Defence; p. 54- 

The detects of the Liturgy, and the faults of thoſe by whom - 
we ſuffer, are eaſily heightened even beyond deſert. Defence, 
P. 68.. 

--Apology, p. 9. Having peruſed all the Foreign and Antient 
L.iturgies in the Bibliothecs Patrum, I doubt not but our own 
i5 incomparably better than any that is there. 

That which is not unlawful in it ſelf, is not therefore un- 
lawful, becauſe it is commanded, Obedience to Superiors, is 
our duty and not our fin, unke(s in finful things, p.152. Chrift. 
Dire&#. 2d Edit. . 


Of Obedience to our Paſtors. 


We are indangered by diviſions, principally becauſe the Sacrileg. 
ſelf-conceited part of Religious people will not be ruled by Deſerting- 
their Paſtors, but muſt have their way, and will needs be ru- ** 93: 
lers of the Church and them. Burt pleaſing the 3gnorant Pro- 

feſſors humors, is a Sin that ſhews us to be too humane and 
"carnal, and hath always (ad effects at laſt. It is a high degree 

of pride for perſons of (ordinary) underſtandings, to conclude, p, ;o;, 
that almoſt all Chriſts Churches in the World for Thirteen 102. 
Hundred Years at leaſt, have offered ſuch Worſhip to God, 

as that you are obliged to avoid it, and all their Communion 

in ic; and that almoſt all the Catholick Church on Earth at 

this day is below your Communion, for uſing Forms. Mark, 

Is it not more of the Women and Apprentices that are ofthis 

mind, than of old experienced Chriltians ? 

I think cill we have better taught, even our godly People, paxter a- 
what credit and obedience is due ro their Teachers, and Spiri- £4in/iCran- 
tual Guides, the Church of England hal never have peace, or ©9,?- 53: 

3 2 any 
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rath- 
SR them Nw pr 


force to forlaks their oper to comply with the vi- 


Saint sReft \, iebuts to maincair the Ordinances and Miniftry in. e- 


P. $19- 


ſeem... 


Church Go- \ The Church horadiStale nity eMin as a True Min:- 
vernment. ter to them, and ord pede Ordinance from hitm, .in Faith 


P. 331. 


$. Di/put.. 
Preface, 
P- 4+ 


_ | of Blefling , who yer before God 
ful invader, an uſdeper of Miniſtry , and ſhalt be con- 
pyicbony for ir. BSreeed much njore hat uy reſpe& their laws 


ful Biſbops and Paſt 
of Lay-Blier 


For Lay-Elders As far as I underſtand, the greateſt parr, 
if not three for one of the Engliſb Miniſters, are of this mind, 
That unordained Elders wanging power to Preach or Admini- 
ſter Sacraments, are not Officers in the Church of God's ap- 
pointment : Of this namber 1 am'one, and Mr. Vines was ano- 
ther. 

In the Worcefter Agreement Printed 1653. Mr. Baxter de- 
clared, that neither-Scripture nor Antiquity knew of any ſuch 
Officers as Lay-Elders, 

In the Third Defence, p:'58. It was notorious, that the: Parli- 
ament yielded to Peabny to- exclude Epilſcopacy; becaufe 
they bad no other way to uphold'their Wars, without - which 
they had no way to hold-up- themſelves, but by help -of the 
Scots. 

My firſt Book (Viz. the Preface to Saints Ref.) diſclaims 
Lay-Elders, Pag. 109. to Hinckyy. 


Of Biſhops. 


Page 832. of Ms. Baxter's Direftory, Q. 56. Mr. Baxter 
tells you Z, the Margin of thoſe Reaſons for a larger Epiſco- 
pacy, That in the Apoſtles Days there were under Chriſt in 
the Univerſal Church, many general Officers that had the _m= 
O 


- #6. all Sober Diſleaters. 
of - gathering and oren;(ecing Churches up: and down; and 


an Churches-think,” that though» che extraordinary Gifts, Pri: 
vileges-/and- - Officers ceaſe, - yet: Government being an or- 
dinary part of their Work,” the ſame Form of Governmenc 
which Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt \did* ſettle in the firſt Ages; 
tho' not with the ſame extraordinary Gifts and Adjundts were 
ſectled for all following Ages: r. Becauſe we read of ſettling 
that Form, (viz.) general Officers as well as\Particular, - buc 
never of any Abolition. _ 2. Becauſe iff we afficm a- Ceſſation 
without Proof, we ſeem to: accuſe God- off Mutabilicy, as 
ſetting a Form of Government for one Age only.” 3: And 
we leave room for audacious Wits to queſtion other Goſpel- 
Inſticutions, as Paſtors,Sacraments, &c. . 4. It was general Of- 
ficersthat Chriſt promiſed to be-with to the end of the World; 


Matth. 28. 29. - And in this Premonition he ſays, he-doth nos- 


diſpute the Lawfulneſs of Arch-Biſhops, over Parochial-Bi- 
ſhops, as Succeſſors to the Apoſtles, and other general Offi- 
cers of the ficſt Age, inthe ordinary continued parts of their 
Office. Andin his Plea for Peace, p. 263. Some ob us incline 
much to- think, that Arch- Biſhops (4. e.)- Biſhops that have 
over-ſight of many Churches, with their Paſtors, are lawful 
Succeſlors of the Apoſtles, in the ordinary part of: theis 
Work. So alſo, Firſt Pls, p.35. and of his accepting 'two 
parts of Epiſcopacy, not varying the Species in che Pretaceto 
the ſecond Plea. 

In Church- Hiſtory, p.37. and in Ples for Peace, p.66. the Bi- 
ſhops in Cyprian's time had the.belt ordered Churches in the 
World ; and the Biſhops. were the moſt Godly, -Faithful, 
Peaceable company of Biſhops ſince the Apoſtle's times. In 
Preface to the Second Plea, we offered Arch-Biſhop- Uſher's 
Model, and-when-his Majeſty would not grant us thar, he pre- 
ſcribed the Epiſcopacy of - England, as it ſtood with little Alte- 
ration, this we joyfully and chankfully accepted, as a hopeful 
means of a common Conformity and Concord. 

See more p. 3. of his Apology, and p.. 161: I ſhewed, 
that there are in DureFory, p. 832+ ſuch general Officers in 
the Church; as an Army, that is headed by che general him- 
ſelf, and a Regiment bythe Colonel, and a Troopby a Cap- 
tain ; there. was no paricy then in the Church-Ofiigers. 

G1 


were fixed by: ſtated Rolarion unconone.- And moſt Ghriſti- 


"Were 
ochilm'; the 
-over Presbyrters, 


But a Power tO 2 

Regulate Ordinations, 'Synoc 
Giecamſtances chat to 
one Form df Government, in which fome Paſtors had ſuch 
"—_—_— Work _ —_ IE Tis, and the Evan- 

#5 had, as well as Apoſtles, we muſt not change ic without 
Ng, that Chriſt himſelf would have ic changed. Many 
wiſe Men think, that the Presby terians rejeRting all Epiſcopa- 
cy, fecring” op unordained” Elders, and National Churches 
headed by National Aſſemblies, are diviſive and unwarranta- 
ble; as their making by che-Scorts Covenam, the renouncing 
of Epiſcopacy, to be the reſt of National Concord was divi- 
ſive.  Page7a. of the Third Defence, Part 1he laſt. 

Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, Hoper, Fewel, Davenant, Uſher, 
Moreton, Abbot, Hall, Potter, Charleton, were all Pious as well 
as Learned Biſhops, and-{o> were many Conformift Miniſters, 
Sibs, Preſton, Fenner, Bolton, Whately, Dent, Crook, Pike, Stock, 
Stoughton, Taylor, 8&&c. My Jadgment is, tha a Peace with the 
Divines of the Epiſcopal Judgment is much to be deſired, and 
earneſtly endeavoured. If it be Obje&ed, that he calls the 
Biſhops their Silencers and Perſecurors, p. 104. of his Apology 
he ſays, no'Biſhops have Silenced us by Spiritual Government, 
that'we know of, but only as Barons by the Secular Laws, to 
which ſome of them gave their Votes, for Mr. Baxter acknow- 
ledpeth all did nor, 

As for Biſhops (vis.) a Diaceſan, ruling all the Presby- 
ters, but leaving the Presbyters to rule the People, and confe- 
quently taking to himſelf the fole, or chief power of Ordina- 
tion, bat leaving cenſures and abfolution to them, except + 

| caſe 


to all Sober Diſſenters. 
caſe of Appeal to himſelf ; "1 muſt needs ſay, chat this fort'6f 
is very ancieht, and hath:been for mary” Ages of 
very common reception | Abd mor the Church-.. - 
And if 1 lived in a place, where this government were-efta- 
bliſhed; and managed for God, T would ſubmit thereto, and 
live peaceably under it, and do nothing to the.diftacbance, 
diſgrace or diſconragementof ir. (You may fee how facMr//me: 


and Mr. Baxter did agree'in'the notion of a Biſhop over'ma- 7. ;52.. 


ny Presbyrers.) Of which Grottw# in his'Cotnmentary on:the 
As, and patticalarly chaps 17. faith; that a5 in everyparticu- 
lar Synagogue, many of which'were 'in ſomeone City: (in 
Jeruſalem 480.) there was 'A ; fach was the Primi- 
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. R Siaom 
tive Biſhop. And doubtleſs the firſt Biſhops were over the com- i Reonlh 
munity of Presbyters, as Presbyters," in joynt relation-to' one #5. 7: 2. 


Church or Region ; which Region being upon the' increaſe © ©: 


of Believers divided into more Churches, and in after-times, 
thoſe Churches affigned ro particular Men ; yet hethe Biſhop, 
continued Biſhop over chem ſtill. * For that * you ſay, he had 


think ever ſhall, for the firſt 200 Years; and: yer I have la- 
boured to enquire into it. That makes him Angelus Princeps, 
not Angelus Praſes, as Dr. Reinolds faith. Caboin denies that, 
and makes him Conſul in Senatu, or as a Speaker in the Houſe 
of Parliament, which, as F have heard that D. B. did lay,. 
was but to make him foreman of the Jury. - As touching the 
IntroduRion of ruling Elders, ſuch as are modelled out by 
Parliament, my judgment is ſufficiently known. I am of 
your Judgment in the point, There ſhould be ſuch Elders, 
as have power to Preach as well as Rule. On this Mr. Baxter 
refle&s, p. 353- Thoogh Mr. Vine: here yield notthe negative 
Voice to have been de fa&o, in the firſt or ſecond age, nor to 

be' de jure; yet he, without any queſtion yielded to the 

ſtating of a Preſident, durante vita, it heprove not unworthy, 

which was one point that I propounded to him ; and I make 

no doubt, but he would have yielded to a voluntary conſent 

of Presbyters, de fa#o, not to ordain without the Preſident. 

And the difficulties that are before us, de fa&o, in ſetting up a 

Parochial Epiſcopacy, which he mentioneth, I have cleared 

already in theſe Papers, ſhewing partly, that the thing is alrea- 

dy exiſtent, and partly. how more fully to accompliſh it. 


The Inſtances which he gives, are in the Epilcopacy o the 
| Prote- 
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a negative Voice, that is more*chen ever I *aw proved; or I,,, 
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-of their ion which is very Datel for the power 
of :Legiſlation, the, Foundation and Form of Government, 
which being wholly in che Biſhops.and Clergy, who in Con- 
yocation have theſole-Power of . making Canons for the Go- 
vernment-of -the Church ; and there being, no Cenſure to. be 
inflicted but 'according to thoſe Canons, the Lay-Chancellor 
are but inferior Officers, intruſted b their Biſhops wich ſome 
part of the Executive Power ; the Biſhops themlelves, as well 
as their -Chancellors, having the. Cinons to dire and over- 
rule them in the Execution; and if there be any extra-judicial 
Proceſs, there lye Appeal from them both. Moreover, the 
Chancellors being bred up to the Study and Practice of the 
Canon and Civil Laws, are moſt fit for Executing the Canons, 
being acquainted with the Nature of Evidences, Probations, 
and judicial Proceſs, which meer TRIO cannot be preſu- 

med 


- nes ch an upſtart c tor defended by 
fuch co R verſie is like to 


rian, Abaſſine, and all others, but a few of the Reformed, For 
Denmark, Sweden, part of and Tranſituania, have a 
Superintendency, as high as char | for, p. xr. If you 
know no Godly Perſons of the Epilcopal way, I do, and as 
my acquaintance. increaſeth, I know more and more,and ſome 
I cake to be much better than my ſelf ; I will ſay a greater 
word, that I know thoſe of them, whom I think as Godly, 
Humble Miniſters, as moſt of the Non-conformilſts, whom I 
know, p. 12. And Ibelieve there are many hundred Godly 
Miniſters in the Church of England, and that their Churches 
are true Churches. And I am confidene, moſt of the Mini- 
ſters in England would be content to yield co ſuch an Epiſco- 
paCy, as you may find in the Publiſhed Judgments of Biſhop 
Hal, , Dr. Forbes, Hodfworth, and others. Preface to the 
Froe Di/putations, p. 9. 

Chriff. Dire&. the Second Edition, p. 189. Part 3. Q. How 
doth the Holy Ghoſt ſet Biſhops over the Church? Anſw. By ma- 
king the Office it ſelf fo far as the Apoſtles had any hand in 
it, Chriſt himſelf having made their Office. The Holy Ghoſt 
in the Eleors and Ordainers, direteth them to diſcern the 
fitneſs of the Perſons, and fo to call ſuch as Ged approveth of 
- and calleth by the Holy Ghoſt in them, which is done by the 
ordinary help of God's Spirit, in the wile and faithful Ele&ors 
and Ordainers ; the Holy Ghoſt doth qualifie them for the 


Work, by due Life, Light and ___ Knowledge, _ 
ne 


Chriſt. Di- 
ref,p.916. 


fied is not called by the Holy Ghoſt, when Chriſt aſbended 
he gave gifts to Men, ſome Apoſtles, &'c. Eph. 4. 78, Sc. 


»uÞs Of Sacriledge. 


Q."171. What is Sarriledge? ' Anf. Tt is a robbing God by 
the unjuſt alienation of Holy things. As depoting ings, filen- 
cing true Miniſters, the unjuſt _ of Tem Sles, t)eaſils. 
L_ Days ſeparated by God himſelf and juſtly conſecrated 

y Man. , : | | 


My. Vines bu Letter to Ms. Baxter, p. 35. of the 5 Dilſput. 
concerning Sactiledge. 


As for your Queſtion about Sacriledge, I am very near you 
in the preſent Opinion. The point was never ſtated nor de- 
bated in the Jfe of Wight ; I did for my part decline the dil- 
pute, for I could not maintain tbe cauſe as on the Parliament 
ſide; And becauſe, both I and others were unwilling, it was 
never brought to open debate. The Commiſfioners did ar- 
gue it with the King, but they went upon grounds of Law 
and Policy, and it was only about Biſheps Lands ; for they 
then averred the continuance of Dean and Chapter Lands to 
the uſe of the Church. - Some deny that there is any fin of 
Sacriledge under the Goſpel, andif there be any, they agree 
not in the definition. Some hold an Alienation of Church- 
goods, in caſe of Neceſlicy, and then make the neceflity what, 
and as extenſive, as they pleaſe. The moſt are of Opinion, that 
while the Church lies fo unprovided for, the donations are not 
alienable, fe Sacrilegio. . It there were a Surpluſage above the 
competent maintenance, it were another matter. It is clear 
erough, the Donors wills are fruſtrated, and that their gene- 
ral intention, and the general uſe (/:z. the maintenance of 
God's Worſhip, and Miniſters) ſhould ſtand, though the par- 
ticular uſe might be ſuperſtitious. I cited in my laſt yi 

efore 


to (all Sober Dilſenters. 
beforethe Parliament a place out of Mr. Hi/derſhom, oh Þ/al. 
F1, touching Sacriledge, it. did not pleaſe; It his Trtortan 
of it be.erue,. then you will ill be of your own mind. I dare 
encourage no Purchaſers, &c. 


Mr. Baxter's Advice to ſeparating Brethren. 


At. B's Epiſtle to ſeparate Congregations. Conſider this, Ic is 
the judgment of ſome, that Thouſands are gone to Hell, and 
Ten thouſands on their march thither, that in all probability 
had not come there, if they had not been tempted from the 
Pariſh Churches for injoyment of Communion in a purer 
Church. 

Pag. 21. Of Defence. The Intereſt of the Proteſtant Religi- 
on muſt be much ke up by means of the Pariſh Miniſters, 
end by Doarine and Worlhip there performed, and they that 
think and endeavour contrary, ſhall have the hearty thanks 
and concurrence of the Papiſts. 

And Iam perſwaded, that all the Arguments of Bellarmin, and 
other Books chat have been written, have not done ſo much 
to make Papiſts in England, as the Multitude of Sets among 
our ſelves. Defence p. 21. 

In The Second Admonition to Bagſhaw, p. 78. It is Lawful to 
hold Communion with our Churches, having but tolerable 
Miniſters, notwithſtanding the Parochial Order, and the Mi- 
niſters Conformity, and the uſe of the Common- Prayer-Book, 
and that we ought todo ſo when ſome ſpecial reaſon, as from 
Authority, Scandal, &c. do require it. 

A Miniſters perſonal faults do not allow a People to fepa- 
rate from the Worſhip of God, nor all Miniſterial faults, bur 
only thoſe chat prove him or his Miniſtration utterly intolera- 
ble. Anſwer to Dr. Stillingfleet. p. 5o. 

The word Schiſm fignifieth any ſinful Diviſion among 
Chriſtians ; there may be a Schiſm in a Church, when no 
party divideth from ic ; as when one ſays, I am of Paul, &c. 
x Cor. 3.3. A Man may caule Diviſions from a Church, that 
ſeparates not from it himſelf, 

The ſparks of Schiſm are kindled, when proud Perſons are 
brainſick with a fond eſtimation of their own opinions, and 
heart-ſick for propagating them. 
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Church or defeiveneſs in its manner of Wor 
how God is Worſhipped. in altthe Churcheson Ea 
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My." Richard\Bdxtew's- Luft Pegacy 
- Till Church Diviſions be righty*s od; a 
Swearing and Drunkenr 


ty*'zpp | 3s Whore- 
are, -they will never be well 
indsche'true Character of 
them, and conſider the Effe&s, and then you will ar this con- 
founding Sin, as much as a conſuming Plague. 

"When: you-are "tempted- to- ſeparate from any 
ws enquire 
conſider if you-lived among themi, 'you would forſake com- 


| munion with them all. - Read the' Church Hifory, and confi- 


Cie of Di- 
uiſ.. P» 80, 


der what Hereſies have been in'times paſt, and what havock 
Schiſms have' cauſed among Chriſtians, for if this had been 
known by well meaning Perſons in- our days, we ſhould not 


bave feen-thoſe ſame opinions 'appleaded as New Lights, which 


were long ago as Old Herefies t "Nor ſhould we have 
ſeen many heneſt People taking that fame courſe to reform tHk 
Church now, and advance the Goſpel,” which in fo many 


Apes and Nations'deſtroyed the Church, and "caſt out the 


. \ A narrow Soul taketh all :Chriſts. Intereſt in the 
World to'lye ina few' of their Separate Meetings, and ſhuts 
up: all- the Chureh-in a' Nur-ſhel}, myſt needs be guilty of the 
fouleſt Schiſms. It is a Catholick Spiritiand Principles loving a 
Chriſtian as a Chriſtian,” abhorring the very name of Seas 
and Parties, as the Churches Wounds, that makes a-Catholick 
indeed. | = | 

Mr.:Cau#ry in'bis Book of Schiſm; againſt Dr. Owes, p. r4.. 
fays, that Toleration (of ſeparate Congregations) had done 
more to the rooting out Religion from-the hearts of: many in 
Seven Years, than the inforcing of Uniformity in Seventy 
Years before.. 

As to Separation: Be the backwardeſt to divide-and ſepa- 
rate, and doit not without a certain-warrant, and” extreme 
neceflity ; reſolve with Aug»ftine, I will not be the Chaff, and 
yet I will not go out of the Floor, 'though the Chaff be there. 
Never give over your juſt defire and endeavour for Reforma- 
tion, and yer as long. as you can poflibly ayoid it. Forfake not 
the Church that you deſire to reform ; as Paul ſaidto them, 
that wereto-forfake a Shipwrackt Veſlel, If rheſe abide not in 
the. Ship, ye canuot be ſaved. Many a one, by unlawful flying 
and ſhifting for his own greater peace and fafety, doth much 
more hazard his own and others, of 


, 


to al Sober Diſſenters. * $7 
Of Raifing Churches againſt Churches. 

Church gatbering-is Church ſcattering work, p. x16:Chrif. 

' The Intereſt of the Chriſtian Proteſtant Religion in England, Defence, 
muſt be much kept up" by keeping up as much of Truth, Piety, Þ 36- 
and Reputation as is in the-Pariſh-Churches. There- _ . 
fore,——In Pariſhes where all may hear'the Pariſh-miniſter, 1 ie 
would not have yon, without neceffity, to Preach at the ſame OE 
hour ofthe day, but at ſome middle time, that you may noe 
ſtem  to-vie*with him for Auditors, nor to draw the Peo 
fromHim;” bur let them go with you to hear him, and 
yy es hear you. Ents , 

not meer together in oppoſition to the publick i 
nor at the time of publick Worſhip, nor yerto make a ——_ _— 
leſs Schiſm, or to feparate from the Church, whereof you are 
Members, nor to deſtroy the old, that you may gather a new 
Church out of its Ruines, as long as it/hath the Eſſentials, and 
_ thereis hope of reforming it;/nor yet would T have you for- 
ward to vent your own ſed gifts and parts in- FRoking, 
where there is no neceflity of it ; nor as a ſeparated Church; 
but as a part of the Church more diligent than the 'reſt in re- 
deeming time. Let all your private meetings be in fubordina- 
tion to the publick, and by the approbation and conſent of 
your Spiritual guides, Remembring them which have the rule over 
y0u, Heb: 13. 7, 8,9. And I beſeech: you ' Brethren, mark them 
which cauſe Poiſon and offences, contrary to the Dottrine which you 
have learned and 'avoid: them, &c. Rom. 16. 17, 18. I would 
you would ponder every. one of theſe words, for they .are the 
precious advice of the Spirit of God, and neceſſary now as 
well as then. 

The great advantages that Satan hath got upon the Church Profkice 66 
chrough the ſin of the Paſtors, in'thele later days, is by diviſion. confeſ: 
By this he hath promoted all the-reſt- of his deſigns. Our diviſion 
 gratifieth the Papiſt, and greatly hazardeth the Proteſtant Re- Defence, 

ligion, more than moſt of you feem to believe- or regard. It Þ: *7: 
p, cas; Hem Profaneneſs, and greatly hindereth the facceſs of 
the Miniſters; iu plealeth Sat4n-and buildsup-his kingdom. 


The: 


Epiſtles "The hand of God is apparently gone out againſt the Sepa- 
> ag  rafiſts ;'you ſee 04. do: but, erlons fora further = 
Wy. pek; CS _ Quakers and x ren profeſſed In- 
=" tidels, do. ſpring up rom among you, as it this-were the. jour- 

-neys'end ad perfeion. of your -revole, By ſuch fearful deſer- 


tions. did. God: formecdy- witneſs his deteſtation.,of - thoſe 


Defence, -that withdrew. from.4he any cho Hour i, And: ſeparati 
:Þ- 59 -o8.,will ruine-the {eparated-C x was. es; \.it. will ad- 
mit. of no gonſiſtency....../Parties/ will ariſe, in the / ſeparated 
Churches,.and (eparate again from them till they are diſfolved. 
I  beſeech my Brethren to open their eyes ſo far, as to regard 
experience. . How few ſeparated Churches do nome}, cabet 
were in being an -handred years ago, caniyou name _any?-and 
would you have all the Churchest Cheri £0 be diſſolved 2- 


bon io at Pm where, having 
iy peri vented divers ſingular opinions, he was diſmiſſed, went to $a- 


lem, which in-a- years time he filled with Principles of 
rigid Separation, tending- to Anabapiiltry, as chat ic is ;not 
Jawful for. an unregenerate Man to pray, or take an Oath, in 


Tpecial not the. Oath. of Fidelity to che Magiſtrate, He forbad 
any of his Church-members to hear che godly Miniſters af 
England when occaſionally they -went thither. He taught that 
the Magiſtrate had nothing to do in matters of the Firſt Table; 
that there ſhould be an unlimited Toleration of all Religions ; 
that to puniſh any Man for bis Conſcience was Perſecution. 
He ſeparated not only from the Churches of 01/4, but of New- 
England alſo, as Antichriſtian. After that, he would not pray, 
or give thanks with his own Wife or Family, becauſe they 
went to the Church-Aſſemblies. He kept private Meetings by 
way of ſeparation from, and oppoſition to the Church-Afſem- 
bly ; and being baniſhed as a diſturber of the Peace, he fat _ 
down at a place called Providence, and there fell to Anabap- 
tiſtry, renouncing Intant Baptiſm. - And after a while he told 
his People, that he was out of the way himſelf, and had miſ- 
led them, - for he could not find that. any on Earth had power 
to adminiſter Baptiſm, and therefore their laſt Baptiſm was a 
nullity as well as the firſt, and that they muſt wait for the 
coming of new Apoſtles; and fo they diffolyed and turned 

Seckers. -w 
e 


to all Sober Diſſenters. 65 - 


.The caſe of the Summer as related by Mi. Vaughan, * 
a worthy Miniſter come thence upon .diſcouragement, 
would make a Chriſtians heart to bleed. To hear how ftri 
and , and ho that Plantation once was, and how 
one godly Miniſter by Separation, ſele&ting a few to be his 

Church, rejeRing all the reſt from the Sacrament, the rejeted 

party were dolefully eſtranged from Religion, and the ſelected 

party turned Quakers. But our own caſe is yet a more lamen- 

le progf, what Separation hath done againſt Religion; fo 

that it is my wonder that any good man can over-look it. 

Above all things I increat the dividing Brethren, ifthey can pefeacs 
"ſolong lay aſide partiality,-to judge of the reaſons of their 2. 58. 
ſeparation. The defects of the Liturgy, and the faults of thoſe 
by whom we ſuffer, are eaſily heightned even beyond deſert. 

But when, many of ug vent untruths, and flanders againſt our 
Brethren,and multiply publick uncruths, we never make ſcruple- 

of communion with ſuch. Suppoſe one ſhould fay, that aPeo- 

ple guilty of ſuch fins, as are condemned, Exod. 23. 1, 2. P/al. 
55:3. Rom. 1. 30, &c. (4. e. raiſing falle reports, reproaching 

our Neighbours, ſtrife and debates) ſhould not be communi- 
cated with, eſpecially when not one of thoſe offenders is calÞ » 
led to repentance for it, what anſwer will you give to this 
which will not confute your own objections againſt commu:- 
nion with many Pariſh Churches in this Land: 

As to Popery ; The intereſt of the Proteſtant Religion muſt n,/,,.. 
be much kept up, by the means of the Pariſh Minifters, and p. 21. _ 
by the Dodtrine and Worſhip there performed ; and they that 
think and endeayour contrary to this, ( of which ſide foever ) 
ſhall have the hearty thanks and concurrence of the Papiſts. 

Nor am I cauſzleſly afraid, that if wo ſuffer the Principles and p, ,.. 
Practices, which I write againſt, to proceed without our con- 
tradition, Popery will get by ic fo great advantage as may 
hazard us all, and we may lole that which the ſeveral Parties 

do contend about. | 

Three ways eſpecially Popery will grow out of our diviſi. 
ons, 1. By the odium and ſcorn of our diſagreements, incon- 
ſiſtency, and multiplied Seas, they will perlwade People, . 
that we muſt either come for unity to them, or elſe all run 
mad, and crumble into duſt and individuals. Thouſands have 


been drawn to Popery, or confirmed in it, by this Argument 
already : 
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this and in abacing the odjcm 
3. It is not the leaſt of our danger, left by our Follies, Ex- 


Catbolicks. txemities and rigors we ſo exaſperate the common People, asto 


make chem readierto joyn with the Papifts, than with us, in 
in caſe of competitions, invaſions or infurreftions' againſt che 

ing and Kingdoms peace, | 

-The Papiſts account, that if the Puritans get the day, they 
ſhall make great advantage of it; for they will be unſetled, 
. and all in pieces, and not know how to ſettle the Govern- 
ment. Factions and Diſtraftions (ſay they) give us footing 
for continual attempts. To make all ſure we will ſecretly have 
our party among Puritans alſo, that we may be ſure to main- 
tain our intereſt, 

Let the Magiſtrate cheriſh the diſputations of the Teachers, 


Ba 
Holy Com- and let him procure them often to debate together, and re- 
-manwealth. prove one another : For when Men ſee that there is nothing 


mng among them, they will eaſily yield ſaith Conrzen the 
Jeluir. | 


of 


& oll Sober Dillſenters, * 
fg Of Toleration. 


Shall the meer pretence of, Carnal Liberty be thought an 
| Arqpunene for a wicked damning Liberty, a Liberty to deſtroy 

and deceive as many as they can ; will merciful Rulers ſet up a 
Trade for Butchering Souls, and allow Men to ſet up a Shop 
of Poyſon for all Men to buy and take what they will, yea to 
| 6 mwy this. Poyſon, for Souls in the Streets and-Church A(- 
emblies. _ Saints Ref, p. 133. 

Could I have believed him, that would have told me five 
years ago, that when the Scorners of Godlineſs were ſubdued, 
and the bitter Perſecuters of Church were deſtroyed, that 
ſach ſhould ſucceed them who ſuffered with us, and were 
our intimate Friends, which we took. ſweet councel, and 
went up. together to the Houſe of God, ſhould draw their 
Swords againſt each other, and ieek each others blood fo 
fiercely ?  O what a potent inſtrument for Satan is a mil- 
guided Conſcience when it is ſet at Liberty. 


Of Spiritual Pride. 


Proud Men will not grow in the ſame Field, or Church, #pi/tle ts 


where Tares do grow, but will cranſplant themſelves, becauſe <a 
ongrega» 


God will not pluck up the Tares, eſpecially if any Miniſterial 


negle& of Diſcipline be conjoyned ; and inſtead of blaming © 


their own Pride, lay the blame on the corruptions of the 
Church. — The Phariſees: Licurgy is frequent in ſeparate 
Aſſemblies, God I thank thee, 1 am net as other men. But this is 
very .remarkable, that it isa pretence of our impurity, and a 
greater purity with you that ispleaded by fuch as firſt turn 0- 
ver to you ; and that this height of all impieties ſhould be the 
uſual iſſue oi a way, pretended ſo exact and clean, Coubtlels 
it is not Gods mind, by this to diſcourage any from purity 
and true Reformation, but to ihew his deteſtation of chat (pi- 
ritual pride, which maketh Men to have too high thoughts of 
themſelves, and too much to contemn others, and to defire to 
be further ſzparated from them, than Ged in the day ofgrace 
doth allow of, Conſider this, it is the judgment of lome, that 
Thcuſands are gone to Hell, _— Ten Thouſands on their 


march 


ations. 
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Mr. Richard Bakt&t's Loft Legacy 

\& ity had never come there, 

the Pariſh Churches, for 

r Church, "Y 
rencts of Julgment'and Praftice, and 

"oth taute diviſions, though none 

arch.; IF-yo may tiot divide in the 


4:06 From #, "thin you 'may ave eauſeteſly dletde 


fly Appeatance, Advantage, ' Intereſt, and a 

Diviſions, taking Tone and Voice do more with the moſt, than (oltd evi- 

*. 359 dence of truth. " But'they who thre to have a party follow 
chem, and are bifie in perſwatiingorhers, to be of their mind, 
ind ſpeak perverſe things, &c. are guiley of Church diviſions. 


en,” that the works of the fleſh ate rheſe, As Adultery, Fornicati- 
on, 8c. So Harred, 'of Enmity, Variance, Emulations, Wrath, 
Cure of Strife, Seditions, $1548ia1, Divoidings into Parties — When once 
Diviſ-p.77- Parties are ingaged by their Opinions in Anti-Churches, and 
fierce diſputings, the Fleſh and Satan will be working in them 
againſt all that is holy, ſweet and ſafe. | 

The Fire is blown up, when Men are defirous to have a 
party follow then, atrd cry them up, and thereupon are buſie 
in perſwading others to be of their Mind, and do ſpeak per- 
verſe things to draw away Diſciples after them, to be accoun- 
red Maſters of a Party. 'Chrift. Dirz8. p. 52. part. 3. 

Charch dividers arecthe moſt ſacceſsful Servants ofthe Devil, 
being Enemies to the Family of Chriſt jn his Livery. They 
oratifie Satan and all the Enemies of the Church, and Co the 
very works that he would have them do, more eff:Qually than 
open Enemies could do: As mutineers m an Army may do 
more to deftroy it than the power of the Enemy, p. 60. It is 
4 Sin that contradieth all Gods Ordinances and means of 
Grace. A Sin againſt as great and lamentable 'experiences as 
almoſt any Sin canbe ; this is a heinous aggravation of it, that 

commonly it is juſtifted andnot repented of, yea it is fathered 
upon God, every Sect pretending Gods Authority, and it re- 
preſents his Kingdom worſe than that of the Devil which is 

not divided. 
yp 


 Nition 15; it is the making 


* 
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\ +1: Of Superſtition. -\ | 

ſticion? Conſider then, what Super: 
of any new parts of Raligitice'to 


our ſelves, and. fathering them upon Gad. Of this there are 
Two ſorts, Politive, and. Negative..,; When we falſely 9 
Y 


/ 


' Da you not hate Super 


This is a duty commanded by God,/ or phen'we falſely 


This is alin torbidden by Gad, take heed af both. ! For in- 
ſtance, The Scripture telleth us of no Church-Elders, biit 
what were ordained, and of none but ſuch as were of the ſame 
Office with the Preaching Paſtars or Elders, of none that had 
not Authority to Baptize and Adminiſter the Lurd's Supper ; 
nor doth Church Hiſtory tell us af any other, as a Divine 
Office. But now we have concluded, that there is a diſtin& 
Office of Ruling Elders, who need not ba Ordained, and who 
have no power to Baptize, or to Adminiſter the Lord's Supper. 
This I think is Superliicion, for we feign God_to have made a 
Church-Office which he never made. —— That it is ſimply 
unlawful to uſe a Form of Prayer, or to read a Prayer on a 
Book ; That if a School-maſter impale a Form upon a Scholar, 
or a Parent on a Child, it maketh it become unlawful ; That 
our preſence maketh us guilty of all the errors, or unmeet ex- 
preſfions of the Miniſter, in publick Worſhip, at leaſt if we 
before know of them, and therefore that we muſt joyn with 
none, whoſe Errors or Miſ-expreflion we know of betore ;—- 
That we are guilty of the ſins of all unworthy or- (candalous 
Communicants, it we communicate with them, though their 
admiſſion is not by our faule ; That he whoſe judgment is a- 

ainſt a Dioce{an-Church may not lawfully joyn with a Pa- 
r11/h-Church, if the Miniſter be but ſubje& co the Diocelin ; 
That whatſcever is unlawtylly commanded, is not lawful to be 
obeyed ; That it is unlawful to do any thing in the Worſhip 
of God, which is impolzd by Men, and is not commanded in 
the Scripture : Theſe and more ſuch as theſe are Superitirions, 
which ſome Religious People have. brought' in. And by all 
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p. 282. 


P. 288. 


P. 290, 


ſach inventions fathered upon God, and mad? 2 part of Relj- i: 292 


gion, the minds of Men are corrupted, and difſquieted, and 
the Churches diſtuibed and divided. 


I 2 Moſt 


o 


px 


| 109, We are far 
| 3-nor do'we den 
due Reverence or Obedience to'them. 


Woe diſc the' peeviſh Spiric of 
quining with Superior and: Church Order; And thr 


ſuch by ſpe too ſharpl 
which I thought to be 
m_—_ 674-14 


much m—_—_ as were of their temper, by ſpeaking too 


thoſe things which 1 oo to be Church 
Corruptions, and was too. loath to diſpleaſe the Contentious, 


In The Preface to Chrift.. Dire. It is ſaid, That my Write- 
ings differing from the common judgment, had already cauſed 
ofnce to the Godly. Anſw. 4. If God blels me with oppor- 
tunity and help, I will offend ſuch Men much more, by en- 
deavouring further than ever I have done, the quenching that 
Fire which they are ſtill blowing up, and deteRing the Folly 
and Miſchiefs of thoſe Logomachies, by which they militate 
againſt Love and Concord, and inflame and tare the Church 
of God : And let them know, that I am about ir. 


Of Prejudice. 


cbrift. Di- Take heed of ſuffering Prejudice and Fancy to go for rea- 
res. p.66. ſon, and raiſe in your Minds unjuſtifiable diſtaſts of any way 
Part. 2 or mode of Worſhip. It is wonderful to fee what Fancy and 
Prejudice can do, get once a hard Opinion of a thing, and 
your Judgments will make light of all that is faid for ir, and 
W311 


v. | 6 al Sober Diiſſenters. 
will ſee nothingrhac ſhould reconcile. you-to ic. Partialicy will 
carty' you away from Bay and Trath. Abundance of things 
appear-now falſe and evitto Men, that once imagined them 
to: be 16, which would ſeem harinleſs and laudable, if tried by 
a Mind chat is clear from Prejudice. 


Of Cenſoriouſueſs 


Is not Cenforiouſneſs' and: Raſh. Judging a Sin? Yet one 
Congregation of the Diviſion labours co make others odious 
and contemptible,” and thar is called the Preaching of Truch, 
and purer Worſhipping of God. [I have ſeen this grow: up to 
the-height of Ranters, in horrid Blaſphemies ; and chen of 
Quakers, in diſdainful-Pride and Surlinefs, and into Seekers, 
thac were to ſeek for a Miniſtry, a Church, a Scripture, and 
conſequently a Chrift.' I have lived to ſee it pur to the 
ftion ( in che licele Parliamenc,) whether all che Miniſters of 
the Pariſhes of Eng/and ſhould be put down at once. I have 
ken how confidently the killing of the King, the rebellious 
demolilhing of the Governmene of the Land, the killing of 
many Thouſands of their Brethren, the turnings and overturn- 
ings of all kind of Rule; even that which themſelves fee up, 


have been commirted, and juſtified, and profanely fathered - 


upon God ; theſe with much more ſuch fruics of love: killing 
Principles I have ſeen. 


If you converle with Cenforious Separatiſts, you ſhall hear ;,.. 
ſo many invectives againſt chem that are truly Catholick and p. : 52. 


ſober, as will make you think, that Love and Peace, and Ca- 
tholick Communion are ſome finful and miſchievous things, 


The experience of Twenty fix Years in this Kingdom may rp, ., 


convince the World, what crimes may ſtand wich high pro- 
feflions ; ſuch as the generation ſpringing up will [carce believe. 
What high Profeſſors were the proudeſt overturne:s of all Go- 
vernment, and reſiſters and deſpiſers of Miniſtry and Holy 
Order in the Churches? The moſt railing Quakers, and moſt 
filthy I Ranters, to warn the World to cake heed 
of being proud of ſuperficial gifts, and high profzflion, and 
that he that ſtands in his own conceic ſhould cake heed left he 


fall. 


E have much. ado: to forbzar naming, ſome high Profeſſors þ ... 
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P. 22. | d to all char of the Apoſtle, Pbil. 2. 3. Let nothing 
be done through. ſtrife arid\vaimn glory;; but in lowlineſs of mind !ct 
- each eſteem others better than themſeboes.. Read this Verle over on 
your Knees, neg of God to write it on your Hearts; And 
{ would wiſh all Aſſemblies of dividers and vnwarrantable Se- 
paratiſts, to-write. ir-over the, Doors of their Meeting places, 
and/join with-itz Row. 12+ 10..but.eſpecially ſtudy Gees 3. 
In a word, if God would cure:the Church of Religious Pri 
the Pride of Wiſdom, and the Pride of Piety- and Goodn 
the Church would have fewer Hereſfies arid Contentions, 
much more Peace, true Wifdom and Goodnefs. 
'Preface to. The forwardnels of many /to keep open Diviſions, and to 
Confeſ. affe&t communion: with' none, bur ſuch as ſay as they do, is a 
down right mark of a Schiſmatick. And 1 know that dividing 
Principles and Diſpofitions do tend dire&ly to the ruine and 
damnation of choſe in whom they do prevail. 
Chriſt. Di- When Men fall into ſeveral Parties, burning in Zeal againſt 
rectP-734 each other, abating charity, cenſuring and condemning one 
another, backbiting and reviling each other, through envy 
and ſtrife ; when they look ſtrangely on each other, as being 
of {everal ſides, as if they were not Children of the ſame Fa- 
ther, nor Members of the ſame Body, or as if Chriſt were di- 
vided, one being of Paul, and another of Apollo, &c. and e- 
very one of a Faction, letting out their thoughts in jealouſies 
and evil ſurmiſes of each other, perverting the words and 
actions of each to an ugly ſenſe ; and ſnatching occaſions to 
preſent one another as fools, or odious to the hearers (as if 
you {hould plainly ſay, I pray you hate, or deſpiſe theſe Peo- 
ple, whom I hate and defpile:) This is the core of the Plague 
ſore, it is Schiſm in the bud. S. 16. When People in the ſame 
Church do gather into private Meetings, not under the gui- 
dance of their Paſtors, to editie one another in holy exerciſes, 
in loys and peace, but in oppoſition to their lawiul Paſtors, or 
to 


* * #0 all Sober Diſſenters.. 


to one. another &r, to pro te their fingle opiniors, and iti- 
rexſe* their Partie "(peak ſt x that are not on 
DEE 


dy to increaſe and malciply; and 


theSwarrm is ready to come forth, 'and be gon. $S. 17, When' 


theſe People aftually depart, ahd renounce or forſake the com- 
munion of the Charch, and caft off their faithful Paſtors, and 

aw into a ſeparated Body by themſelves, and chooſe them 
Paſtors, and call themſelves a Church, 'and all withour any 
juſt, ſofficient cauſe z when thus Charches are gathered our of 
Churches; before the old ones are diffolyed, or they have any 


warrant to depart ; when thus Paſtor is fee np againſt Paſtor, 


Church againſt Church, and Ahkar againſt Alrar, this-is Schifin * 


ripe and fruitful, the Swarm is gone and hived in another 
place. S. 9. It they ſhall alfo judge that Church to be no 
Church from which they ſeparated, and fo cut off a part of the 
Body of Chriſt by an unrighteous\Cenfure, and condemn the 
innocent, and uſarp Authority over their Guides ; this is Diſo- 
bedience and Uncharitablenefs, with Schiſm. Artrue Chriſtian 
that hatech Fornication, Drunkennefs, Lying, Perjury, be- 
cauſe forbidden in the Word of God, will hate Diviſions alſo, 
which are ſo frequently and vehemently forbidden, Fo. 17. 
21, 22. Ro. 14. throughout. Ro. I5. TX. 1Cor. r. 10. Epb. 4. 
x,2, &c. 1 Cor. 12. Phil. 3. 15. Ro. 16.17, 18. 1 Tim. 1. 4. 
Fames 3. The miſchief of Diviſions may be ſeen ar large, 


P. 739- 


is filenced by juſt power, cons unjuſtly, in a Country, that 
needeth not his Preaching, mult forbear chere, and if he can, 
muſt go into another Country, where he may be more fer- 
viceable. We muft do any lawful thing to procure the Magi- 
ſtrates licence to preach in his Dommions. 


How Humane Laws bind the Conſcience. 


Q. Whether the Laws of men do bind the Conſcience ? Anfw. y. 36. 
p. 37. Taking Conſcience in a ſtricter ſenſe, as including e(- Pt the 
f:ntially, a relation to God's obligation, th2 full ſenſe of the **" 


the queſtion is this, Whether it be a fin againf# God to break the 
laws of man? JAnfw. It is a fin agninſt God to break ſuch 
Laws, 


Q. May, or ' muſt a Miniſter, ſilenced, or forbid to preach the COriſttar 
Goſpel, go onſtill to preach it againſt the Law ? Anſw. He that Direttory. 


Rom. 43. | eg ED 43 
Baxter of -\ And.it , may be a good reaſon, to perſwade Obedience to 
Confirma- Our Eccleſiaſtical Governours, becauſe Preaching is. a cheap 
tion,p.293- and eaſje work, in compariſon of Church-governmenr. 
Chriſt. Di- Take hee of engaging your ſelves in a Sect, or Fation ; 2 
re#. part narrow. Sectarian ſeparating mind will-make all the Truths of 
4- P- 73- God give place to the opinions of his Party, and meaſure the 
proſperity of the Goſpel, by the proſperity of his Party 3 he 
will not itick to perſecute all the reſt of the Church of Chriſt, 
if the intereſt of his Se& require it. Overvalue not any pri- 
vate or ſingular opinions of your own, /or others; for if once 
ſpiritual . Prive and Ignorance of your own weakneſs 'make 
you eſpouſe particular opinicns, as peculiarly your own,” you 
will think y our conceits more illuminating and neceſſary, thah 
they are, as if Mens ſincerity lay in the: imbraging of them, 
and their Salvation on the receiving of them ;_ and- think all 
that are againſt your Opinion, deſerve to be caſt out as Ene- 
mics to Reformation ; and perhaps, Twenty Years after, ex- 
perience may bring you to your wits, and 'make you ſee the 
falihood, or {malnek of all thoſe points, which you made fo 
great 2 matter of, and then what comfort will you have of 
your perſecutions * 
Cure of Di- O the deceitfulneſs of the heart of Man : Little do the ma- 
p/* P:254 ny real Separatifts, who cry out againſt Perſecution ſuſpeR, 
* ©? that the ſame ſpirit is in them. Whence is . Perſecution, bur 
from thinking ill of others, and abhorring or not loying chem ? 
and 
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Magiſtrate, had to do iri matters of 
55 ar a Fane | 
Law, and Providence, are both quite ch; ," if T6leration' jt 
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of falfe Worſhip, and. other abuſes of Religion tend not'tothe' He 
ruine of the Common-wealch. If Magiſtrates muſt'give liber- "oF 
ty for all to propagate a falſe Religion, then ſo muſt Parents [7 54 


and Maſters alſo, which would be a Crime fo horrid in the 
Names and Effects of it, as I'am.loth to name with its -proper 
eities. 

The Magiſtrates will quickly find that the diftra&tions of of Confir. 
the Church will breed and feed ſuch diftra&ions in the Com--P. 395- 
mon-wealch, as. may make them wiſh they had quenched the 
fire, while it was yet quenchable.—Our unity is noronly our 
ſtrength, but their ſtrength; and the fire that begun in the 
Church, may, : if let alone, reach the Court. 

Pag. 423. of his 5 Diſpytations, He lays down this as the 
ſimm of what. he had ſaid, That Man may: determine of 
Modes and Circumſtances of Worſhip, neceſfary and command- 
ed in genere, but not determined by God in ſpeci SeF. 65. and 
then infers, Se. 67, If the miſchooſing of fuch circumſtances 
by Church: governors be but an inconvemience, and do not de- 
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, or Paſtor 


that are wver ws in the Lord, 1 Thef. 


-all Churches ( as they are Poli 
be taken. down, and the work, of Paſtors, the Church is ta- 
ken down. . Se&. 7. And the things in, which the Paſtor is 
'now ſuppoſed.to,err, .are not of themſelves unlawful, but only 
Ey ſuch, an accident. as beipg over-weighed by another accident 
ſhall ceaſe to make. chem unlawful, For inſtance, p. 46r. 
Se&. 4. If of two Tranſlations of Scripture, or two Verſions 
of che Pialms,the Paſtor uſe_the worler, (fo it be tolerable) 
we muſt obey. And, Sed. 7. It the Paſtor appoint a more 
imperie& Vezſon, of. the Pſalms to; be ſung.in the Church (as 
is. common!y uſed. in England) the obeying of him in the uſe 
of this will not.. bring ſo much hurt to the Church, as the 
"diſobeying on. that account would do. For beſides the fin of 
diſobedience it ſelf, the Church would be in a — if 
they 


they forſake his conduR that 


to all Sober Diſſentets. 
- preſerves the Union ; and ſome 
will be for this and ſome for that, and the Worſhip it elf 
will be overthrown. And let it ſtill be remembred, that we 
allow toth Magiſtrates and Paſtors to ſee to the execution of 
God's Laws, and co determine of circumſtances in order there- 
to that are neceſſary in genere, p. 482. Se#. 35, but not des 
termined of God in {hen Pp. 422. Sed. 65. It may be very 
finful to command Ceremonies which may lawfully, 
yea muſt in duty be uſed by the Subjet when they are con 
manded, p. 398. Certain things commonly called Ceremo- 
nies may lawfully beuſed in the Church upon humane im- 
ition, and when it is not againſt the Law of God ; no 
erfon ſhould diſobey the Laws of their lawful Governors in: 
ſuch chings. 


If there ſhould be any Paſtors ofthe Churches who inſtead cies pi- 
of concurring to heal the Flock of theſe dividing Principles, viſins. 
ſhall rather joyn with backbiters and incourage them in their ?: 253- 


miſreports and ſlanders, becauſe it tends to the ſuppoſed in- 
tereſt of their party or themſelves; Lee them prepare to An- 
(wer ſuch unfaithfulneſs to their Conſciences, which will be: 
ſhortly awakened ; And to the great Shepherd of the Flock, 
who is at the door, and who told even the Devils Agents 
that, A Houſe or Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf cannot ſtand, 
but is brought to nought. 

For farther SatisfaRtion I refer the Reader to Mr. Baxter's- 
Caſe of Separation, in the Appendix to his Life, p. 67, to p. $6. 
where he thus coacludes ; More may be ſeen in Mr. Nye's 
Book for hearing the Pariſh Preachers, and in Mr. Tombs, 
who wrote againſt Infant Baptiſm, vindicating the lawfulneſs 
and duty of joyning in ordinary Communion, in Word, Pray» 
er, and Sacrament with the Pariſh Churches. 


= ww . = 
< 


